Three Frameworks for Jews’ Taking (and Losing) the Land of Israel:
Or, Recovering (from) a Rashi through Genealogy

I. Rashi on Bereishit 1:1

“In the beginning...”—Rabbi Yitzhak said: The Torah only had to begin
from “This month will be for you...” (Exodus 12:2), since it is the first
commandment that Israel was commanded. So what is the reason it
opened with “In the beginning?” Because of “the strength of God’s
deeds, God tells to God’s people— to give to them the inheritance of
nations” (Psalm 111:6). For if the nations of the world say to Israel,
“You are bandits, since you conquered the lands of the seven nations!”,
Israel can say to them: “All of the land is the Holy Blessed One’s! God
created it and gave it to whoever was fitting to God. According to God’s
will, it was given to you, and according to God’s it was taken from you
and given to us.”

Il. Bereishit Rabbah (Vilna), Parashat Bereishit, Paragraph 1

Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin in the name of Rabbi Levi opened: “The
strength of God’s deeds, God tells to God’s people” (Psalm 111:6a).
What is the reason the Holy Blessed One revealed to Israel what was
created on the first day, and what was created on the second day?
Because of the worshippers of stars and constellations, so that they
should not taunt Israel, and say to them: “Are you not a nation of
plunderers?!” And Israel [can] respond to them and say to them, “But
was it not plundered in your hands?! Is it not [the case that] ‘the
Kaftorites that came from Kaftor, wiped them [the ‘lvim] and settled in
their place’ (Deuteronomy 2:23)? The world and its fullness belongs to
the Holy Blessed One. When God wanted, it was given to you; and
when God wanted, it was taken from you and given to us.” That is what
itis written, “In order to give to them an inheritance of nations,” God
tells them all the generations (Psalm 111:6b).
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Rashi on Bereishit 1:1 Bereishit Rabbah (Vilna), Parashat Bereishit, 1

What is the reason it opened with “Inthe  Rabbi Yehoshua of Sikhnin in the name of Rabbi Levi opened:
beginning?” Because of “the strength of ~ “The strength of God’s deeds God tells to God’s people”
God’s deeds, God tells to God’s people—to (Psalm 111:6a). What’s the reason the Holy Blessed One

give to them the inheritance of nations”  revealed to Israel what was created on the first day, and what
(Psalm 111:6). was created on the second day?

For if the nations of the world say to Israel, Because of the worshippers of stars and constellations, so
“You are bandits, since you conquered the that they shouldn’t taunt Israel, and say to them: “Are you not
lands of the seven nations!”, they can say a nation of plunderers?!” And Israel [can] respond to them and
to them: say to them,

“But was it not plundered in your hands?! Is it not [the case
that] ‘the Kaftorites came from Kaftor, wiped them [the ‘lvim]
out and settled in their place’ (Deuteronomy 2:23)?

“All of the land is the Holy Blessed One’s!  The world and its fullness belongs to the Holy Blessed One.
God created it and gave it to whoever was When God wanted, it was given to you; and when God wanted,
fitting to God. According to God’s will,it it was taken from you and given to us.”

was given to them, and according to God’s

will it was taken from them and given to

us.
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That is what it is written, “In order to give to them an
inheritance of nations,” God tells them all the generations
(Psalm 111:6b).
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I11. The Ramban Revisits the Tradition

Ramban on Bereishit 1:1 N NOwRa2 §"ann
And Rabbi Yitzhak gave a reason for this. When the Torah began with “In 7% 1072 ,71% oyv prx> °27 10N
the beginning, God created” and told all of the subject of creation until 71901 277K X172 NPWRI22 77N
the creation of humanity, giving them dominion over the work of God’s ,OTR DR 7Y 770807 IV 9
hands and placing everything beneath their feet. The Garden of NN NWw 991 17 IwYn2 2w
Eden—the choicest of places created in this world—was made a residence NP3 N2 RITW 17V 131 ,1°937
for his [Adam’s] dwelling, until he was exiled from there because of his 1157 WY1 T 223 09X
sin. And the people of the generation of the flood for their sin were exiled ,own Wor MR w2 79,0020
from the entire world, while the righteous one among them alone was 1WA DRV 2127 NT WIRY
saved—him and his sons. And their children: Their sins caused themto  ©9»1172% 072 P>7XM 1912 22WH
be scattered among the places and dispersed among the lands; they 0777 073 RV OYI 112 RIT
seized for themselves places among the nations according to their ,MXIR DM MMPna DX
families according to where they happened to come. aMnpw’? NYAPKn 07 Wom
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If so, it is appropriate, when a nation becomes too sinful, that they should 51377 701 IWRD LRI MR 10 AR

be removed from their place and another nation come to inherit their IR M2 RI2Y WPAN TARW R0
land, for this is the law of God on earth for all time, and all the more so VOWA RIT 12 73 ,1XIN DR NWI°
regarding what is told in the verse [later, Genesis 9:27], that Canaan is Qv PWw 991,090 PR DTOR
cursed and sold as a slave for ever, and it would not be appropriate [for ~ 122119%1P% 1915 °2 21022 19077
them] to inherit the choicest places of settlement. But, those who MR ITRYL(1D 1V 197) W TAvh
inherited it are worshippers of God, the seed of God’s love, like the verse,  2ar ,21w»1 mmpn nan wI»w
“God gave them lands of nations, and they inherited the wealth of VD 2R YT 7Y e
peoples, in order that they keep God’s laws and observe God’s teachings”  ay1 27 MR 272 10" 2100w
(Psalm 105:44-45). That is to say, when God exiles from there those who PRI IIAY NI W DIRY
rebel against God, and God causes to dwell in it God’s servants, that is so (7R oo9in) "R raIm

that you should know that it is because of His service that they will inherit = Pawm ;17 own W 190
it [the land], and if they should sin against God, the land will vomit them ,m%n2> 1n7av2 0 ww 172w 2
out, just as it vomited out the nation that was before them. ,PIRT QNN RPN 1D IR0 OX)
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