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Department: Curatorial Affairs 
Term of Fellowship: Summer 2019 
Dates: June 3, 2019 - August 9, 2019 
Schedule: Full-time, Monday-Friday 
Stipend: $5,000 for 10 weeks 
 
Summary of the Jewish Museum’s Summer Internship Program: 
The Jewish Museum proudly hosts a minimum of 20 interns per year from a variety of academic and 
professional backgrounds interested in gaining hands on experience in one of the most prominent 
cultural institutions in New York City. Interns will have the opportunity to work one-on-one on projects 
within their individual departments, as well as explore the rest of the New York City art world through 
weekly trips to other art institutions throughout the city.  
 
Summary of Fellowship: 
We are looking for inspired individuals who would like to join the Curatorial Team of the Jewish Museum 
and develop their knowledge of exhibition realization in a professional, supportive environment. Under 
supervision, the fellow would assist with exhibition research and daily museum business, including 
drafting correspondence and other administrative duties. While some fellows will work exclusively with 
one curator, in most instances fellows will have an opportunity to work on multiple projects with two or 
more curators. Additionally, the Blanksteen Fellows are invited to join the Museum’s larger Summer 
Internship Program and participate in all scheduled programming that will take place. Blanksteen 
Fellows will return to Yale and coordinate an exhibition at Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish Life at Yale 
during the following academic year. 
   
Other duties and responsibilities may include, but are not limited to: 

▪ Conducting research online and at offsite libraries (Watson, Frick, Columbia, NYPL) 
▪ Compiling and updating checklists, determining where information is missing or incorrect; 

communicating with the registrars and/or design teams 
▪ Producing loan requests and incoming agreements, checking the status, drafting appeals  
▪ Creating presentations for other departments  
▪ Writing and editing text for exhibition descriptions and labels 
▪ Maintaining opening preview lists 
▪ Other duties as assigned 

 

1. Assistant to the Chief Curator 

 

The fellow in this role will conduct research, assist in logistical planning and provide general 
support for several curatorial projects in the pipeline. In particular, the fellow will be engaged in 
cross-disciplinary studies with the potential to work on projects blending art, material culture, 
archive work, pop culture and moving image histories of the modern and contemporary era. 
Topics of research and inquiry may vary widely, from Nazi-era restitution to contemporary Latin 
American feminist art. An ability to work independently, follow leads, conduct research and 
communicate findings will be key to the candidate’s success. 
 



 
BLANKSTEEN FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 2019 at THE JEWISH MUSEUM 

2 
 

 
 
 

2. Photography  

Astonish Me (opening Spring 2020) will explore photography as it emerged as a dominant force 
in the nation’s culture, propagated by a burgeoning mass media. A new graphic design-driven 
American aesthetic took hold in popular magazines like Harper’s Bazaar, Vogue, Esquire, 
Direction, and Fortune.  Art directors, designers, and photographers were driven by a desire to 
make the concept of a particular cover, layout, or page, visual and new, with originality, clarity 
and efficiency. Pictorial magazines had also become an important cultural venue for playing out 
social realities such as class, identity and social status, as well as the aspirations of their readers. 
Astonish Me will address the relationships, mutual influences, and synergy between the 
groundbreaking American magazines of the period and the aesthetically adventurous and 
cutting edge photographers who published on their pages. Featured photographers: Richard 
Avedon, Lillian Bassman, Louis Faurer, Robert Frank, Saul Leiter, Herbert Matter, Lisette Model, 
Martin Munkacsi, Gordon Parks, Irving Penn, and Edward Steichen. 

 

3. American Art 
 
This fellow will split their time working on two upcoming exhibitions on twentieth-century 
American art: 
 
Edith Halpert and the Downtown Gallery (opening Fall 2019) will be the first to explore the life 
and legacy of Edith Gregor Halpert (1900-1970), the influential American art dealer and founder 
of the Downtown Gallery. A pioneer in the field, and the first significant female gallerist in the 
United States, Halpert championed living American artists – including Stuart Davis, Jacob 
Lawrence, Ben Shahn, Charles Sheeler, and Georgia O’Keeffe – at a time when the European 
avant-garde still held the world in thrall. She also created the market for American folk art and 
rediscovered work by great nineteenth-century American artists, including Edward Hicks, 
William Harnett, and Raphaelle Peale.  

 
1962-1964: New York (opening Fall 2021) will offer a sweeping survey of the art world during a 
brief but extraordinary time that had a profound impact on American art and global culture. It 
was during this critical three-year period, in which a number of New York-based artists, curators, 
gallerists, and impresarios— many of them Jewish—became prominent art world leaders. This 
exhibition will bring to the fore new examinations of the work of artists such as Robert 
Rauschenberg, Jasper Johns, Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, Rosalyn Drexler, Tom Wesslemann, 
Romare Bearden, Boris Lurie, among others. The diverse selection of works will also highlight 
the historical, social, and cultural climate of those years from the Kennedy presidency and the 
Civil Rights Movement, to the exploration of outer space and iconic figures of film and 
television.  
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4. Contemporary Art 
 

The Jewish Museum will present a mid-career survey on the New York-based contemporary 
artist Rachel Feinstein (opening November 2019). Three decades of Feinstein’s interdisciplinary 
work across sculpture, installation, painting, drawing, and video, as well as new commissions, 
will be brought together to highlight her fascination with the dualistic and sometimes 
oppositional nature of cultural expression,  everyday life, and the construction of identity. Her 
subject matter is drawn from incongruous sources, time periods, and ideas, such as religion and 
fairy tales, European high craft and contemporary American kitsch, or her experience of 
motherhood and feminist ideologies. She weaves together and deconstructs these perceived 
binaries, underscoring that there is no reality without fantasy, lightness without darkness, 
perfection without chaos. Feinstein is also developing new work that will be architecturally-
scaled and integral to the exhibition design and visitor experience. The artist has a long-standing 
interest in theatricality and period rooms. 

 
 

5. Dealers and Collectors 
 
This fellow will split their time working on two upcoming exhibitions: 
 
Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler (1884-1979) combined commercial acumen with a passionate interest 
in art and artists.  His galleries, collections, writings, and his relationships with major painters of 
the twentieth century, not least Pablo Picasso, form a cornerstone for our understanding of 
cubism and artistic modernism.  For contemporaries and for those conscious of his cultural 
legacy, Kahnweiler was quite simply, “le plus grand marchand de tableaux de son temps” – the 
greatest dealer of his time.  As the French critic André Fermigier has written, few could say, as 
Kahnweiler might, “that without him, nothing would have been the same.”   
 
The Jewish Museum is organizing a major exhibition focusing on the Sassoons, one of the most 
remarkable Jewish families. Covering roughly one hundred years, from the early nineteenth 
century through World War II, the exhibition will delve into the ties between far-flung Jewish 
communities in Iraq, India, China, and England through the lens of the Sassoon family’s 
sweeping global narrative that linked East and West with its important involvement in trade, art 
collecting, and continued communal and civic engagement. The exhibition will focus on the 
various important collections of fine arts, decorative arts, and Judaica, amassed by the Sassoons 
over time and will also touch upon their important patronage of architecture. The presentation 
will also explore the pivotal role played by Sassoon family members during the two World Wars. 
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6. Media and Popular Culture 

 
This fellow will split their time working on two upcoming exhibitions: 

 
Drawing deeply and widely on mass media and popular culture, Jonathan Horowitz (b. New 
York, 1966) creates work that explores our contemporary mythic unconscious. From the stock 
patriotic visuals of electoral campaigns to the crude sensationalism of disaster movies, Horowitz 
uses ambivalence, absurdity, and discomfort to destabilize the truisms of American life. In this 
exhibition, Horowitz will turn his attention to the resurgent phenomenon of anti-Semitism, both 
globally and within the United States, and to the growing tolerance for all forms of racism and 
xenophobia since the election of Donald Trump. This exhibition (opening Spring 2020) will 
examine these topics as they have been addressed in art and popular culture throughout the 
twentieth and twenty-first centuries and will investigate ways in which art has been used to 
combat prejudice. New works created by Horowitz specifically for this project will be 
surrounded by historical artworks drawn from the collections of the Jewish Museum and other 
sources, and works by other contemporary artists.   
 
Part of Scenes from the Collection, Television and Beyond presents a rotating selection of 
television clips. This thematic series explores the dynamic, entertaining, historic, and culturally 
significant National Jewish Archive of Broadcasting (NJAB), the largest and most comprehensive 
body of broadcast materials on 20th and 21st century Jewish culture in the United States. The 
archive currently boasts over 3,500 television and 600 radio programs collected based on the 
following criteria: Historical – programs considered records of the times, Artistic—programs 
viewed as an art or craft, and Sociological – programs as cultural artifacts reflective of society. 
Television and Beyond highlights the power of broadcast media as a fundamental part of 
American popular culture and reveals that the Museum’s collection of programming is much 
more than just entertainment – it is a thought-provoking archive of creativity, observation, and 
representation. 
 

Internship Eligibility: 

• Yale undergraduate and graduate students who will return to Yale in the fall. Preferred majors 
include Art History, American Studies and/or Film and Media studies. 

• Knowledge of Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint and excellent organizational, research, and 
communication skills are a must. 

 
Application Instructions: 
 
Please submit a resume and cover letter, clearly listing your top 3 project choices in order of preference 
to Jennifer Rogin Wallis at Slifka Center at jennifer.wallis@yale.edu. Application deadline is Friday, 
February 22, 2019. 
 

The Jewish Museum is an Equal Opportunity Employer that is committed to building a culturally 

diverse staff and encourages applications from diverse candidates. 

mailto:jennifer.wallis@yale.edu

