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Remembering David Hartman
by Rabbi Jim Ponet ’68, Howard M. Holtzmann Jewish Chaplain at Yale
Ten years ago, Rabbi David
Hartman, who died on February 10
in Jerusalem, received an honorary degree at Yale. While he had
been moved to join the distinguished
group of artists, scholars, and activists
assembled for recognition that year by
Yale, he was singularly delighted, actually tickled, to share the honor with Rabbi David Hartman
comedian, Bill Cosby. At the honorary 1931-2013
degree luncheon, Hartman reported, “I told him [Cosby],
‘I want you to know that you bring much laughter and
joy to the people of my country, a people who are often
subject to deep sadness and stress.’”
David Hartman, whom I first met in Jerusalem in 1974,
seemed from the first to embody the Jewish people, in
their yearning and their grief, in their joy and triumph, as
he dramatically voiced the spiritual implications of “the
Jewish people’s return to history.” “After the Holocaust,
the Jews could legitimately have chosen to become beatniks, to inhabit coffee houses on the margins of history.
But instead they resolved nonetheless to trust the world,
to reassert the Jewish will to be a serious actor in the
game of nations,” he declared.
I recall Hartman standing at the dais of a large lecture
hall at Hebrew University in the mid 1970’s dramatically
asserting that being a Jew is indistinguishable from being
human. “Look at me!” he demanded pointing to his
body, waving his arms, “All of this is Jewish, not just my
head, all of this.” This simple truth, he declared, has
been given world historical demonstration by the establishment of a Jewish state that has brought every aspect
of human life into Jewish responsibility.
Five years earlier, in 1998 David Hartman delivered Yale’s
Terry Lectures following in an historic series of looming
figures like philosopher John Dewey, psychoanalysts Erich
Fromm and Carl Jung, and theologians Paul Tillich and
Reinhold Niebuhr. He spoke about the struggle of two
competing visions of history and politics in Jewish tradition and Israeli political culture: the mystical-messianic
articulated most famously by Judah Halevi and the sober
rationalist realpolitik he found in the thought of his “dead
rebbe,” Moses Maimonides. Yale Press published these
lecturers as Struggling for the Soul of Israel: A Jewish Response to History.
As a young rabbi in Jerusalem, I had marveled at the way
this struggle between the mystical and rational, between
a Biblical intuition that God drives Jewish history and a
dark Talmudic certainty that God had ceased speaking
and acting in history, played itself out in the mind and
heart of my dialectical rebbe, David Hartman.
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I remember a dramatic altercation in a classroom at the
Givat Ram campus of Hebrew University, between Hartman
and a religious student who was an emerging leader in the
formation of the settler movement known then as Gush
Emunim, the Bloc of the Faithful. The class had been
devoted to Maimonides’ understanding of Divine Providence. Hartman demonstrated that Rambam saw God’s
presence inside natural processes, recognized God’s will
in the necessary structures of reality, and that accordingly
miracle as suspension or interruption of nature was for
Maimonides an impossibilty. The student raises his hand:
“The Midrash teaches God arranges marriages, that he
selects my intended mate. Might we say with Maimonides
that while God may not choose my intended, he brings
about the situation in which I am going to meet her?”
Hartman explodes: “The notion that God attends to my
love life is absurd, scandalous! Young love understandably
wants to believe ‘It had to be. We were meant for each
other.’ But to believe that God selected your mate, to
bestow ontological certainty upon your
choice of wife,
is
idolatry!”
Class ends.
In those days,
along
with
my
friend
Bernie Steinberg, I often
accompanied
Hartman from
class and drove
Rabbi David Hartman with Bill Cosby at Yale
him
home.
(He himself never drove a car in Israel.) As we strolled to
the car, Tova Hartman, then about 17 years old, caught
up with us, her classes over for the day, and entered spirited conversation with her father. She excitedly reported
a surprising meeting that had occurred and Hartman,
without breaking stride, responded to her in Yiddish, “Oi,
that is really personal providence!” A perfect example of
his ability to live within a sly dichotomy which he would
explain this way: One can distinguish between use of language in order to describe reality and use of language in
order to convey experience, between a logic of description and a logic of experience. Not to experience your
beloved as your destined is to be impoverished; but to
leap from experience to an objective claim is not only immature, it is dangerous and insane.
Hartman’s deepest teaching, the legacy that lingers, is
focused around the question of what love is and what
it requires of us. What does it mean to love your people,

To Friends of
Jewish Life at Yale:

Rabbi David Hartman receiving an honorary degree at Yale’s
Commencement ceremony in 2003.

your rebbe, your student, to love your
spouse, to love the stranger and to love
God? In those young days, he even taught a
love for halacha (Jewish law). Thus he criticized Martin Buber’s poetic evocation of the
“I-Thou relationship” for seeming to imply
that only a spiritual elite could achieve the
status of true lovers. Hartman celebrated
the democratic, leveling qualities of halacha,
and against Buber who had abandoned
law. Hartman would note, “You want to
love your wife? Bring home flowers, wash
the dishes, put out the garbage. That is
halachic love.” And he would try to explain
tradition’s irrational commandments —
wearing fringes (tzitzit), praying with tefillin,
circumcision — as vehicles for the expression
of love. “You do not know why, but you
know your wife really loves peanut brittle.
So you see to it that it is in the house.”
He showed me that it is possible and necessary to live as a lover in the world, that it
is the defining task of the Jew, the telos of
the law; and he demonstrated that even an
institution, like the one I helped him build
in Jerusalem, the Shalom Hartman Institute,
can and ought to be essentially an expression of love. I was privileged to study and
also to work with him in Jerusalem for seven
years in the development and evolution of
SHI. Those years of work with Hartman
inspired me to take up the task with
others of creating at Yale our beloved
Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish Life.
From Hartman I learned firsthand that while
the burdens and tragedies of history will
always threaten to extinguish love’s light, to
assign bitterness and despair the final word,
ours is the freedom, enacted by Rabbi Akiba,
to accept all of life as a gift. What a gift
David Hartman was and is in my life. May
his soul be bound up in the bond of life and
may those who mourn him find comfort and
blessing.

Slifka Center Garden
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Last month, Slifka Center brought
Israeli recording artist Idan Raichel
to Yale to perform to a packed house
at Sudler Hall on the Yale campus.
Honored as the “Musical Group
of the Decade” in Israel, Idan and
his band performed their blend of
African, Latin American, Caribbean
and Middle Eastern sounds and
had Yale students and community
members dancing in the aisles.
The energy that Idan Raichel brought to the Yale campus is
emblematic of the spirit, creativity and excitement at Slifka Center.
As we were preparing for the concert, we were also organizing
three Spring Break overseas trips: 40 students participating in
Taglit-Birthright; 15 students sharing a 10-day interfaith bible
study in Israel; and 15 students departing for Kiev on a social
justice program planned in partnership with the Joint Distribution
Committee.
Two days before the concert, Slifka Center hosted a dialogue
entitled “Zionism, Settlements and the Contested Legacy of the
Gaon of Vilna” with Elli Stern, Assistant Professor of Modern
Jewish Intellectual and Cultural History at Yale, and Israel Bartal,
Professor of Jewish History, and the former Dean of the Faculty
of Humanities, at Hebrew University. Later that week, Rabbi Jim
Ponet engaged in a remarkable conversation with Shaykh Hisham
Kabbani, a prominent Lebanese-American Sufi Muslim entitled
“How Can We Cultivate a Love for the Divine to Enrich our Lives?”
On Friday night, as occurs every Shabbat during the academic year,
close to 200 students linked arms and sang “Shalom Aleichem”
to welcome the Sabbath in our Heyman Commons dining hall.
Weekly we are reminded “Hine ma tov u’ma-nayim Shevet ach-im
gam ya-chad” - how good and beautiful it is for friends to sit
together.
Each year, Slifka Center must raise more than $1 million to sustain
this high level of programmatic activity. Slifka Center is supported
entirely by private donations. It receives important assistance
from Yale but does not receive direct financial support from the
University.
The momentum at Slifka Center is exciting, inspiring and
contagious. We invite you to help us in fostering, nurturing and
sustaining this remarkable community. Paraphrasing Psalms,
together “we can sing a new song.” Your financial support will
help the songs we sing together be even sweeter.
Our best regards,
David Slifka

David Raphael

Chairman of the Board

Interim Executive Director

P.S. If you have already made your tax-deductible donation for
2013, we thank you for your support!
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Meet Our Yale Hillel Student Board Co-Presidents
David Raphael, Slifka
Center’s Interim Executive Director, recently
sat down with Sarah
Marx ’14 and Samantha
(Sammy) Greissman ’14,
Co-Presidents of the Yale
Hillel Student Board.
He asked about their
Sarah Marx TD ’14 and Samantha
perspectives on Slifka
Greissman SM ‘14 at the Yale-Harvard Game
Center, the Student
Board, and Jewish Life at Yale. Sarah and Sammy exemplify the remarkable students who lead Slifka Center as they
participate in our programs and activities. David Raphael
also serves as Director of Field Services for Hillel’s Schusterman International Center. The following are excerpts
from their conversation:
Tell me a bit about yourself:
Sarah: I’m a junior in Timothy Dwight College majoring
in biomedical engineering. I’m also pre-med, currently in
the process of taking MCATS, and planning to apply to
medical school this summer. I’m from New York City, and
have lived there my whole life and love the city! I grew
up in a very culturally-Jewish household, but not a very
religiously-observant home. I really wasn’t sure whether I
wanted Judaism, or a Jewish experience, to be part of my
college experience. But as soon as I found Slifka Center I
realized I did want Judaism to be an important part of my
life at Yale.
Sammy: I am a junior in Silliman College. I’m also premed, but I’m a History of Science, Medicine, and Public
Health major. I am a Global Health Fellow and in the fiveyear B.A./ B.S./M.P.H. degree program. I grew up in Fort
Lauderdale, but my whole family is from New York. Like
Sarah, I grew up in a very culturally but not very religious
Jewish household. And most of my friends growing up
are Jews, as well. But I actually wasn’t very interested in
Judaism until just before coming to college.
How did you first get involved with Slifka Center?
Sarah: I became involved in Slifka Center when my good
friend brought me here; I didn’t set foot in the center
until my second semester, freshman year. My friend
brought me to Shabbat services and dinner afterwards.
She started introducing me to people who were involved,
and I quickly began to feel that I had friends here on my
own. I just found it to be an incredibly welcoming and
open community.
Sammy: This is actually one of my favorite stories-- it was
move-in day freshman year, and I got into my dorm and I
went into my room. I looked out the window and I saw
an Israeli flag outside of my window! And that’s when I
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realized where the Hillel was. That night I took my family
to Shabbat dinner at Slifka Center thinking it would be a
great way to meet freshmen. And ever since then I haven’t
missed a single Shabbat here.
What do you see as the goals of the Yale Hillel Student
Board and of Slifka Center?
Sarah: The goal of Slifka Center is to provide a meaningful
Jewish experience to college students at Yale. That means
meeting people wherever they are along their Jewish
path. We provide a home away from home for students-for students looking for any type of Jewish involvement in
college. It’s really wonderful to see so many people come
with different views on everything, who come in and sit
together and talk and laugh, and be friends in this special
building all under the big umbrella that is Slifka.
Sammy: Our main goal is to provide a way for every Jewish
student on campus who wants to be, to be engaged in
Judaism in some way during their years in New Haven.
This is somewhat challenging, as Yale students view
Judaism through such different lenses. Our classmates
have such varied interests and perspectives that it can be
difficult to accommodate everyone, but we try! However,
Slifka Center is so much more than programming-- it’s
also a home. Our building is comfortable and homey, welcoming and accessible to a wide variety of students.
Is there one thing you’d like to share with the broader
Slifka community – parents, alumni, and others?
Sarah: Slifka Center provides a real home for students
here on campus. I think the best thing that Slifka does,
and the best thing we’ve ever done, is to provide the
feeling that when you walk in Slifka’s door there are so
many people here who know you and who love you.
Sammy: Slifka Center is recognized as the largest, most
influential student organization at Yale. People look to us
as a model for any cultural community, religious community, any engaging community on campus. We need to
find ways to be able to maintain this wonderful, positive
influence on student life. And I think that’s everyone’s top
priority-- to make sure Slifka Center only gets better.

Sarah Marx and Sammy Greissman with Yale President-Elect Peter Salovey ’86 PhD
at this year’s Hanukkah Banquet.
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Student Profile – Jéssica Maguilnik Leão
Eu Sou Judeu

Jéssica Maguilnik Leão is a freshman
in Calhoun College as a prospective
Global Affairs major, and describes her
new life at Yale and at Slifka Center:
I come from a very small Jewish community, of about 300 people, many of
whom are not active or even recognize
Jéssica Maguilnik Leão
CC ‘16
their Judaism, in the city of Salvador,
the capital of Bahia, Brazil. Every person there knows my
name, date of birth, favorite color, little habits, and family
history. So I must confess I was afraid to leave my small
hometown group to join Yale’s greater Jewish community.
But I was excited at the prospect of not having to explain
what Shabbat meant (as I was the only Jewish teenager in
my group of friends, my school, and realistically my city as
a whole), to have Kosher food readily available (instead of
ordering Kosher meat from another city two hours away
by plane), and to having Jewish friends of my own age.
And yet, I thought that I might be lost in such a large and
diverse setting.

To be honest, I am a bit invisible. Here at Yale, I know
many people and they know me. But I am no longer the
chazanit with the Rabbi, the one who organizes the events
for our religious community, or the figurehead representative of Jewish youth… yet that has been refreshing.
To see so many young Jewish students at Yale-- who are
always busy with so many things-- taking time to be part
of Slifka Center’s Freshman Planning Committee, hosting
study breaks, organizing events, leading services, serving
Shabbat dinner... It’s wonderful to see so many committed
people building our community. For example, our Freshman Planning Committee gets together once a week for a
meal at Slifka Center to plan cool activities for the Jewish
freshman, from bonding study breaks to trips into New
York City.
I am definitely less of a singular presence now, in the
sense that I am no longer the token Jewish person or the
only young liaison for my faith community. Slifka Center,
however -- from its delicious meals to amazing staff,
rabbis, and associates, to resourceful upperclassmen and
loving Jewish peers -- has truly become my home away
from my Brazilian home.

JGAP - Jewish Graduate and
Professionals at Yale
by Marissa Patterson NURSING ‘13
The Jewish Graduate and Professionals group has gotten
together for some amazing and informative events so far
this semester. Our membership includes nearly 200 Jewish
graduate students and young professionals who enjoy
participating in communal events.
We wrapped up 2012 with a Yale hockey game, an educational Shabbat for the entire graduate school community,
and a spirited celebration of Chanukah including multiple
candle lightings spread out among the various graduate
schools.

Kimberly Smith and Raphael Sarfati GSAS ’16

Brian Fried GSAS ’13 (left), Marissa Patterson NURSING ’13 (right) with Melissa
Gitman and Danielle Singer who work at Yale- New Haven Hospital.

A group of students attended the Yale Martin Luther King
Jr. day of service for the second year in a row, participating
in “tikkun olam,” or repairing the world through community service.
Another exciting event this semester was an Israeli Wine
Tasting co-hosted by Amir Sagron, Slifka’s Jewish Agency
Israel Fellow. We learned about the history of wine making
in Israel, the various regions and types of grapes, and were
able to sample some delicious varieties of wine.
We’ve recently been hamentaschen baking, and had
a Purim celebration with our best costumes. Upcoming
events include a visit to the planetarium and the annual
JGAP second-night seder for Passover. We will be rescheduling our Nemo snowed-out ice skating and pizza trip and
look forward to continuing our regular Shabbat potlucks,
theater events, happy hours and monthly community
onegs.
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Interfaith Bible
Study Israel Trip
Over Spring Break 14 Yalies will be
traveling to Israel to experience the
land through the Bible. The trip will
include a packed schedule of touring,
lectures and biblical text studies. The
trip leaders will be Sang Yun, an Evangelical minister on the Yale campus and Noah Cheses, an
Orthodox Rabbi at Slifka Center.
During the last 60 years, the Synagogue and Church have
witnessed great advances in relations between the two
faith communities. Today, traditional Jewish thinkers and
Christians view each other as partners in spreading monotheism, peace, and morality throughout the world. This
generation stands at the threshold of a new era in interfaith relations between our communities.
For the last year and half, a group of Orthodox Jewish
and Evangelical Christian undergraduate students have
worked together, meeting weekly to study scripture. This
Yale Christian-Jewish Bible Study Group (YCJB) has used
these study sessions as the basis for a deepening interfaith
relationship between our two communities. This type of
extracurricular joint study is unprecedented at a college
student level.

Where multi-faith gatherings are often marked by the
watering down of religion, the Yale Jewish-Christian Bible
study group distinguishes itself by specifically attracting
devout students who know their Bible and agree that the
words being studied have religious significance. During
the first year they looked at stories in the Pentateuch and
Early Prophets and presented their history and significance
in each of their religions. As the year progressed and they
began to learn more about one another’s current faith
and practice, they also began to devote some meetings to
the study of specific subjects of concepts, such as Israel,
marriage and Messiah. This year the group has turned to
a close study of the book of Ezekiel.
To advance this relationship, the students felt it was befitting to visit the cradle of our two religions – Israel. If a
picture is worth a thousand words, then the true experience is priceless.
The YCJB Israel Mission is designed to equip its participants with the knowledge necessary to enhance Jewish-Christian relations into their future work, and foster
greater understanding of and appreciation for Judaism,
the Jewish people, Christians living in the land and those
who support Israel from the Diaspora.
The trip is being hosted by the CJCUC, the Center for
Jewish-Christian Understanding and Cooperation. Yale
Divinity School, Yale Chaplains Office, Yale Jewish Studies
Department, and The David Project are all supporting this
mission.

Students Travel to Israel with Taglit-Birthright
We asked some students who are taking the trip in
March why they wanted to go:
I am going on Birthright because I have never been and I
want to experience the charm that has captured the hearts
of so many Jews before me. Michelle Hackman BK ‘15
To explore my Jewish identity. Sarah Lopez SY ‘16
Students at a Birthright orientation meeting.

Forty Jewish Yalies will be going on the Taglit-Birthright
trip to Israel during spring break this year. Birthright Israel
aims to change the course of Jewish history and ensure
the continuity of the Jewish people by strengthening
Jewish identity, Jewish communities, and solidarity with
Israel via an educational trip to Israel for Jewish young
adults around the world. At this rate, within a decade,
one in every two Jewish young adults worldwide would
participate in a Taglit-Birthright Israel trip. The hope is
that this trip motivates young Jewish students at Yale to
explore their Jewish identity, support for Israel, and to
maintain long-lasting connections with Israelis after their
trip has ended.
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I wanted to go on the trip because I have never been to
Israel. Furthermore, going to Israel is really important to me,
because I feel as though Israel is inherently a part of my
Jewish identity. I expect to have an amazing time and also
to have a greater understanding of what Israel means to my
Judaism. I am really excited about hiking Masada and floating in the Dead Sea! Sophie Miller BK ‘15
I have chosen to go on Birthright with Yale because I desire
to learn more about my Jewish heritage. Growing up in a
Catholic-Jewish home, I never delved deeply into either of
my faiths. I hope that this trip will teach me about Judaism’s history while giving me a glimpse into the faith’s role
in the modern world. I am excited to explore the city and
meet the locals, because friends who have attended Birthright in the past have described Israelis as young, fun-loving,
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Spring Break in Kiev
As you read this,
there are fifteen Yale
students who traveled to Kiev with
Rabbi Megan Doherty
and JDC Entwine as
part of an Alternative Spring Break. Each day students will volunteer with
peers from Kiev Hillel, on projects ranging from restoring
a synagogue in the small village of Vinnitsa to a flashmob
in honor of “Good Deeds Day” in a central Kiev square.
In addition to our volunteer work and celebrating Shabbat

Yale students and staff preparing to volunteer in Ukraine with Kiev Hillel and
JDC Entwine.

and enthusiastic about their homeland and culture. And of
course, I look forward to growing closer to the Yalies with
whom I embark on this trip and learning more about the
role of Judaism in their upbringing and everyday activities. I expect to come away from this trip with a better idea
of the role that I want the Jewish faith to play in my life.
Rachel O’Connell DC ‘15
To explore and honor my Jewish heritage.
Juno Pinder SY ‘16

together, we will spend time learning about Ukraine’s
Jewish community, history, and current socio-economic
climate. We will take time each day to reflect on the
Jewish values that inform our service, and study texts
about Jewish responsibility, community, prioritizing need,
peoplehood, and giving.
Below are some quotes from students. Stay tuned for
more details on their trip which will be featured in upcoming email newsletters from Slifka Center.
This trip is uniquely significant to me since my own parents
were Jewish refugees from the former Soviet Union to
Israel. I grew up hearing stories about the pervasive antiSemitism they suffered, about the jobs and universities
that rejected them because of their last names, about how
they risked it all on a gamble to leave the USSR. This trip
provides me with the opportunity to revisit these roots, to
gain insight into my parents’ struggles, and in so doing, to
rediscover a part of my family’s identity. During the visit, I’ll
have the chance to visit the home in which my mother grew
up and the school at which she studied, but most importantly, I’ll be able to begin rebuilding relationships with the
Jewish communities that remain in this part of the world.
These are people who have undergone tremendous suffering, but through it all have remained true to their faith
and their traditions. This trip is truly a unique opportunity
to bridge distance, time and culture in order to learn from
and engage with these communities, whose Jewish identity took a different path from the one many of us know.
Uriel Epshtein MC ‘14
I have a strong familial connection to Kiev and I want to
return to the country both to see where I’ve come from
and to return something to a Jewish community that I
deeply identify with. Daniel Kovalcik BR ‘15
I have long been interested in Ashkenazi culture, particularly in modern understandings of it. I have observed and
participated in the Yiddish cultural scene in New York City
and am fascinated to learn what Yiddish culture is like
in Eastern Europe now... I also hope that by connecting
with another Jewish community, I will come to new understandings of my own Jewishness and what it means in
the context of the world’s Jewry. Nathalie Levine CC ‘14
I see myself coming back from Ukraine with a stronger
sense of myself as a Jew, heightened cultural and historical understanding of Eastern Europe, and an even closer
Jewish community at Yale. Asa Maynard MC ‘15

Jenna Kainic JE ’16 (left) and Michael Cohen DC ’15 (right) participate in ice-breaker
games during their Birthright Orientation meeting.

The experience I look forward to most on this trip is the interactions and conversations with Jews living in Kiev, especially spanning multiple generations. I am excited to meet
elderly Jews who lived in the Soviet Union, and I am also
interested in talking to and working with Jews my age, to
see how our lives compare. Ben Waksman DC ‘15
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“Times Ten” Portraits by Lucy H. Partman CC ’14

Above: Times Ten: Lucy Partman’s Calhoun College suitemates, which includes her self-portrait, fifth from the left.

“Times Ten,” Portraits by Lucy H. Partman CC ’14 opened
at Slifka Center on February 28 and runs through April.
Lucy provided the following remarks:
The ten women portrayed in the show Times Ten are
members of a remarkable family-- a family by choice. It
consists of ten independent and compassionate women
who have chosen to live together for the past two years,
“through it all” as we like to say. But how did it happen?
How were we able to create this family, this formidable
fabric? To be clear, ten women is rarely a tea party. It is
work that is often consuming, involves endless discussion,
ten times the opinions, and ten times the drama. Yet the
blessing of family is an indescribable reward. We are constantly learning from each other, learning to live with one
another and with ourselves. Our space is one of constant
discovery, of ten times the knowledge, and of ten times
the love.
For my nine suitemates and me, Sunday night suite dinner
at Slifka Center is our tradition. Over two years ago we
decided to have this meal at Slifka because one of us is
kosher. It remains a highlight of our week-- always the
same time, the same table, and the same desire to share
stories of the week and prepare for the week ahead. Like
the rest of my suitemates, I find myself returning to Slifka
Center throughout the week to enjoy a meal, to find each
other, to study, or to take a pause from the day.
My involvement in the Slifka Center community deepened
last summer when I joined a JDC service trip to Israel. I

worked with other Yale students in Kiryat Malachi, a southern former tent city marked by poverty, with a diverse immigrant population most recently arriving from Russia and
Ethiopia. We spent time repairing homes-- painting, plastering, gardening-- while speaking with members of this
community.
It was an extraordinary opportunity to become a part of a
new group of people in their new city, while learning and
questioning more about myself in the process.
Here at home my artwork focuses on the depiction of
people. I find portraits both inspiring and incredibly enigmatic. The portrait has been used through the centuries
to document the life of a subject, that reflects the sitter
as much as it does the artist. As I paint, I am constantly looking at and learning about a person, studying the
contours of the face and the details and meaning of an
expression. Even when painting the people I know best,
there is always more to discover.
I am currently a junior in Calhoun College double majoring
in History of Art and Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology. My passion for looking at and creating art grew
from a young age as my mother took me to museums and
art education programs in New York. At the city’s Fiorello
H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing
Arts I trained in the visual arts, focusing on painting. I now
combine my interests in art and science by working at the
conservation lab of the Yale Center for British Art. Just as
my undergraduate studies at Yale are multidisciplinary, I
seek to find the dialogue between all that I do.

Magevet Celebrates 20th Anniversary
By Scott Elliot Greenberg ES ‘15
From April 12th-14th, Magevet will celebrate its 20th Anniversary Jam and Alumni Reunion Weekend. With dozens of former
group members returning to New Haven from all across the
world for the occasion, the weekend is sure to be one of celebration, song, stories, and memories.
Magevet, (“towel” in Hebrew) was founded in April 1993;
legend holds that its founding members were four Yalies who
loved to sing Jewish music together in the sauna beneath
Calhoun College. Twenty years later, Magevet has become one
of the nation’s premier collegiate Jewish, Hebrew, and Israeli a
cappella groups.
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Magevet on the steps of Branford College
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“Israel at 65” Celebrated at Slifka Center
by Jon Silverstone BK ’15
In conjunction with long-time community partner the Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven, Slifka
Center will host a slate of programs
to commemorate “Israel at 65” this
spring semester.
On Sunday February 17th Yale
alumnus Zvika Krieger ’06, current
Jon Silverstone BK ‘15
Senior Vice President at the S.
Daniel Abraham Center for Middle East Peace in Washington, ran a special presentation for students titled “Is
Peace Possible?” based on his ongoing reporting for The
Atlantic, exploring the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
As has been enthusiastically featured, later that week
Slifka welcomed internationally-renowned Israeli recording artist Idan Raichel to campus, for a special acoustic
performance for Yale students and the greater New Haven
community. Raichel and his band fuse elements of music
from across the globe to create a unique sound celebrated
in Israel, America, and beyond.
In late February we hosted Dan Ciporin ’86 SOM, former
CEO of Shopping.com and currently with Canaan Partners, a venture capital firm located in the US and Israel.
From enterprise to the arts, at month’s end we were
joined by award-winning classical pianist Asaf Zohar, now
teaching at Tel Aviv University.
Over March spring break scores of Yale undergraduate
and graduate students will be travelling-- some will discover Israel through Birthright-Taglit, on an Israel Outdoors tour, while others will journey to Washington to
attend the annual AIPAC Policy Conference.
In April, we will be honored to welcome Natan Sharansky, one-time Soviet refusenik and Israeli politician, now

with Alumni, April 12-14
The events throughout the weekend will be a testament to how
much Magevet has grown in the last twenty years, and how
much has stayed the same. Several social events will provide
opportunities for alumni and current members to mingle and
share stories. The weekend will culminate with Magevet’s annual
Spring Jam, at 5:00 PM on April 14th, a full-length concert during
which all alumni will be invited to sing with the current group.
All are invited and welcome to attend the Spring Jam concert,
free of charge. Please direct any inquiries about Jam or the
Alumni Reunion Weekend to business@magevet.com.

human rights activist and author, to New Haven. Recently
re-elected Chairman of the Jewish Agency, Sharansky
comes to campus to meet and update varied members
of the Yale community. Throughout the spring we will be
holding special holiday programming for Yom Hashoah,
Yom Hazikaron, and Yom Ha’atzmaut.
Along with Danielle Ellison, President of Yale Friends of
Israel, and Amir Sagron, our Jewish Agency Israel Fellow,
it is my privilege to serve as Israel Chair on the Hillel Board.
We have all worked together, guided by Slifka Center
rabbis and staff, to produce a thought-provoking series of
events to celebrate the state of Israel’s 65th year of modern-day independence.

Upcoming
Phonathon
Slifka Center will engage in its firstever student phonathon. Yale students will be calling in the beginning of April to say hello and ask
for your support. We look forward
to connecting with you!

Israel Education Fellows
This spring, with a generous grant from the Israel on
Campus Coalition Israel Advocacy Grant Program and
support from the AVI CHAI Foundation, Slifka Center
launched its first class of Israel Education Fellows. Sixteen
Fellows were selected from across Yale College and the
Graduate and Professional Schools. Fellows were selected
regardless of faith, ideology or previous experience with
Israel. The Fellows will attend five discussion seminars
led by Josh Kalla MC ‘14 and Amir Sagron, Slifka Center’s Jewish Agency Israel Fellow. The seminars will cover
topics related to internal Israeli issues, such as the secularreligious divide, minority communities in Israel, and the
role of the Supreme Court in Israeli politics and society.
The goal of the Fellowship is to engage a diverse group
of Yale students in meaningful discussions about Israel.
All too often, the only discussions about Israel are related
to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; this Fellowship will allow
students to learn about aspects of Israel that are not often
discussed in Yale classes or campus events.
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The Young Israel House at Yale Conference on “Orthodoxy and Modernity;
Perspectives from Campus.”

Orthodoxy and Modernity:
Perspectives from Campus
by Yishai Schwartz BR ‘13
The Young Israel House at Yale community organized a
conference on Dr. Martin Luther King weekend on “Orthodoxy and Modernity: Perspectives from Campus.”
The conference was sponsored by the Jewish Institute
for Ideas and Ideals and co-sponsored by Yeshivat Chovevei Torah, Uri L’Tzedek and the Jewish Orthodox Feminist Alliance. We brought together over 40 students from
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia, Barnard, JTS, Penn,
Cornell, Brandeis, Rutgers, Johns Hopkins, Cooper Union,
NYU, YU, and CUNY to discuss major issues in Orthodoxy
and especially Orthodox campus life.
On Shabbat, we were joined by Rabbi Ari Hart, former
Slifka Center Rabbinic Intern and co-founder of Uri
L’Ttzedek, Rabbi Menachem Schrader, Founding Director of Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus (JLIC), Professor Aaron Koller from Yeshiva University and Shira
Hecht-Koller (SAR High School), who led presentations

and talked with individual and small groups of students
throughout the weekend. Some of the discussions included: analyzing trends in the development of the next
generation of Modern Orthodoxy, the process of halahic
decision making on college campuses, social justice work
and religious responses to modern Bible scholarship. All
of this formal programming was well received. But even
more importantly, Shabbat provided an opportunity for
students from across the region to meet one another, sing
and pray together and talk informally about issues they
are facing and thinking about.
On Sunday, we ran a series of three panel discussions
on key challenges in the contemporary Orthodoxy. The
panelists were Rabbi Dov Linzer, Dean of Yeshivat Chovevei Torah, Rabbi Aryeh Klapper, Director of the Center
for Modern Torah Leadership, and Dr. Jenny Rosenfeld,
scholar, advocate and author who focuses on sexuality
in the Orthodox community. Each panelist addressed a
series of questions relating to 1) Gender, Feminism and
Orthodox ritual, 2) Singles and a Jewish Sexual Ethic, and
3) Homosexuality and Orthodoxy. Each of the three panels
was made up of both general presentations and Q&A, followed by half-hour opportunities for small group discussion and reflection.
The program was thought-provoking, informative and
challenging, and we have already received incredible feedback from many of the conference participants.

Role of Women in Talumudic
Relationships
This semester, Professor Judith Hauptman of the Jewish
Theological Seminary came to Slifka Center to discuss the
role of women in Talmudic relationships. Professor Hauptman is the E. Billi Ivry Professor of Talmud and Rabbinic
Culture at JTS and was the first woman to receive a PhD
in Talmud. She engaged 20 Yale students in a text-based
study of the obligations of women in the Talmud and the
implications for contemporary relationships.

Purim
Celebrations!
JGAP Day Trip
JGAP (Jewish Graduate and Professional Students)
enjoyed a cruise to Thimble Islands. The weather
was wonderful, the views magnificent; everyone
had a lot of fun.
Micah Sukol JE ’15, Sam Gardenswartz BR ’13
and Dani Dickstein SY ‘16
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Rebecca Schlussel TC ’13, Ela Naegele MC ’13,
Sam Greenberg SY ’13, Julia Pucci BK ’13
and Jon Silverstone BK ’15 having a festive
meal at the Cheses home.

Spring 5773/2013

Celebrating Tu Bishvat:
The New Year of the Trees
by Laurel Cohen BK ‘16
Tu Bishvat is my second-favorite
Jewish holiday, after Shabbat. This
year, I had the joy and great luck
to get to spend Tu Bishvat having a
lovely Seder at Slifka Center. We
used a Haggadah from Hazon, an orLaurel Cohen BK ’16 and
ganization involved in issues of food
Mollie Korewa BK ‘15
justice and Jewish identity, to guide
our exploration of the questions raised by the holiday,
ranging from Kabbalistic inquiries of Jewish mysticism to
sociopolitical quandaries faced by the modern settlers of
Israel. There was delicious dried fruit, fresh fruit, wine,
nuts, and grape juice, and most importantly, delectable
conversation. We wondered together about the meaning
of Tu Bishvat and the significance of the earthly connections that bind us to each other and to the world.
The celebration of Tu Bishvat at Slifka Center was yet
another example of the enormously welcoming atmosphere of the Jewish community on campus. The crowd
for the Seder included about 40 people, distinct in their
methods of practice and continuity of traditional belief,
but unified in their desire to celebrate a delightful Jewish

David Kastelman PC ‘13 and Sam Haber PC ‘14

Laura Speyer TD ’14, Cammy Anderson BK ’14 and Nikki Feldman DC ‘15

holiday together. The Seder confirmed my belief that
Slifka Center presents a model of Jewish inclusivity which
is necessary for creating a cohesive Jewish community
and which greatly eases the sometimes difficult process
of amalgamating believers from all walks of life into a
melting pot of a community.

Krav Maga at Slifka Center
Krav Maga held a workshop for the Kappa Alpha
Theta Sorority. Krav Maga is the Israeli form of
contact combat--Krav ( )קרבmeaning “combat”
and Maga ( )מגעmeaning “contact”. In addition
to running workshops for interested groups, we
run weekly classes at Slifka Center.
The group is run by our very own Danny Ullman
MC ‘15 (far right).

Katherine McDaniel JE ‘14 and Yishai Schwartz BR ‘13
Julia Pucci BK ‘13, Deena Gottlieb MC ‘15 and Sammy
Greissman SM ’14 bake hamenstashen for Purim with
Sarah Cheses.

Lea Winter CC ’15 with Allie Schechter DC ‘16
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Best wishes to you and your family
for a Happy Passover.

“Joseph,” a mosaic by Niki de Saint Phalle in the lobby of Slifka Center

Commencement
Weekend

Coming to your Reunion this Spring?

May 17-20, 2013

Please include Slifka Center in your reunion plans: enjoy our beautiful
building as you visit with Rabbi Ponet and the Slifka Center staff to learn
more about Jewish life at Yale today. The Center will be open for minyanim, festive Shabbat meals, Sunday Bagel Brunch and more. For more
information, or if you would like to help organize programs for your class
at Slifka Center, please contact Jennifer Rogin Wallis at 203-432-7376,
jennifer.wallis@yale.edu, or visit slifkacenter.org/reunions. If you are
interested in coming to services, please email Jennifer so that we can
be sure we have enough people for a minyan. Although the deadline
has passed to designate Slifka Center Endowment for your Yale Reunion
gift, we hope that you will consider making a tax-deductible contribution to our annual fund. We appreciate your support! slifkacenter.org/
support-us

To parents of graduating seniors: It’s hard to
believe that your child’s college experience is
almost complete! We look forward to celebrating this milestone with you and your family and
hope that you will join us for minyanim and
meals during Commencement Weekend, including Friday Night Shabbat dinner, and our
famous Sunday Bagel Brunch. Please check our
website in the coming months for information about programs and meal reservations.
slifkacenter.org/commencement

May 23-26, 2013 and May 30-June 2, 2013

What do you think? We are experimenting with different newsletter formats: two color, full-color and different
lengths. We value your opinions and welcome your feedback. Email Jennifer.wallis@yale.edu.
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