
slifkacenter.org
Hanukkah 5774

Thanksgiving 2013

Hanukkah 5774
Thanksgiving 2013

Danielle Ellison ‘15, Sophie 
Janaskie ‘15, Kelly Payne ‘14, Josh 
Feinzig ‘16 exploring the ancient 
harbor town of Caesarea, midway 
between Tel Aviv and Haifa.

Enriching, vibrant, rewarding, and absurdly fun-filled:  that is how I would 
describe my 2013 summer in Israel.  For just over two months, I had the 
opportunity to intern for Lawyers Without Borders and the Hebrew Immigrant 

Aid Society. My days were filled with 
legal work in both Hebrew and English 
on international refugee and asylum 
law, conferences and meetings with fellow NGO leaders and with Israeli 
government officials, and interviews with people escaping persecution 
endeavoring to find safety and hope for a better future. Living in Tel Aviv, I 
was at the center of modern Israeli life, with beaches, museums, shopping, 
clubs, restaurants and an overall atmosphere so multidimensional and effer-
vescent that I almost didn’t miss New York.  And to top it all off: the Tel Aviv 
Bayit. Coming home and cooking “family dinner” each day as we discussed 
our internships and current events, Shabbat dinners and parties on our roof 

overlooking the Mediterranean sunset, and weekend excursions wandering through the nature and the cities of 
other parts of the country -- if the 2013 Yalies in Israel aren’t a family, I don’t know what is. 

Slifka Center sponsored an extensive “Yalies in 
Israel” Program this summer. More than 50 Yale 
students, Jewish and non-Jewish, received fellow-
ships to travel to Israel to pursue self-designed 
programs of work, study, and social justice. Slifka 
Center hosted two apartments – ‘bayitim’– in Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem, from which student lead-
ers and our Jewish Agency Fellow Amir Sagron 
hosted gatherings, organized group activities 
including a Whiffenpoofs World Tour concert 
and arranged meetings with Yale alumni living 
and studying in Israel, and with prominent Israeli 
executives and political leaders.  

Slifka Center is most grateful  
to the following generous supporters  
of our extensive Israel Programming:
Elisa Spungen Bildner and Robert Bildner 
Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life 
Joseph and Wendy Rosner 
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation 
Carol and Irving Smokler 
Jeffrey and Mara Talpins 
Barak Zelinsky Foundation 
...and many others.

2013 Yalies in Israel  
By Danielle Bella Ellison ‘15, Co-President, Yale Friends of Israel

Knesset Chamber of the Israeli Legislature 

Shabbat Dinner at Slifka’s Tel Aviv Bayit
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As we enter the darker months, what might we learn from the fading light? Although there is 
much to say from a scientific perspective, it is the spiritual aspect of light that I wish to explore. 
As Jews, we are summoned to be an “or l’goyim”- a “light unto the nations.” One quality 
of light is that its impact is instantaneous. Light permeates dark as soon as a candle is lit or a 
switch turned on.  I have had that experience this year with the incoming freshman class. Their 
impact on Slifka and on the entire campus has been immediate. Whether assuming positions of 
responsibility in our own student leadership and minyanim or serving as campus leaders in musi-
cal, athletic, and journalistic endeavors, their luminous quality has had a positive and immediate 
effect.  

But light has another special trait that I have also had the privilege to witness in my first 
few months here.  Most resources are decreased with usage. Yet, no matter how many share the light, light is not 
diminished.  If five or fifty sit around a campfire, the glow is not reduced.  When I see how the students, faculty 
and community members utilize our center, I feel the same way.  Each person who enters these doors, for whatever 
reason, shares in the warmth and illumination found here, yet our unique beacon that radiates across campus is in no 
way reduced.

As we celebrate the holidays of Hanukkah with its eternal 
message of a persistent, victorious light and Thanksgiving with 
its abiding message of abundance and gratitude, I want to thank 
all those who have fueled the Slifka flame over these many 
years. I look forward to your continuous generosity as together 
we keep this light burning bright for generations to come.

Chag Sameach,

Leah

Rabbi Leah Cohen 
Executive Director and Senior Jewish Chaplain

The Quality of Light
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Rabbi Leah Cohen with Yalies in Israel

Clockwise from center top: Helen Goldsmith Menschel 
Director of The Jewish Museum, Claudia Gould;  
Blanksteen Fellows Danny Roza ’15; Caroline Sydney ’16; 
Rebecca Levinsky ’15; David and Goldie Blanksteen P ‘77; 
Slifka Center Executive Director and Senior Jewish  
Chaplain, Rabbi Leah Cohen.

Blanksteen Fellowship sends  
Slifka Center Interns to NYC
Each year, Slifka Center’s Blanksteen Fellowship offers Yale 
undergraduate students the unique opportunity to spend the 
summer in New York City, as paid curatorial interns at The Jewish 
Museum. This year three Fellows were involved with everything 
from researching archival documents and translating texts, to 
tracking down art loans and managing digital content. This 
hands-on experience in helping develop future exhibitions at 
The Jewish Museum was further broadened by weekly learning 
opportunities and visits to various art galleries and some of New 
York’s finest museums. The Blanksteen Fellows (pictured at left) 
give back to the Slifka Center community by serving on our Arts 
Committee and help to bring art, in its various forms, to our 
beautiful building. All of us at Slifka Center thank David and 
Goldie Blanksteen P ‘77 for so generously touching the lives of 
our students and enriching their Jewish journey through art.
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the wise and competent hands of Rabbi Leah Cohen.  
And I am grateful to be working with Leah in construct-
ing a bridge between the ending of one era and the 
beginning of a new one. This bridge is exactly what 
the Rabbinic Sages meant by the word massoret, that is 
“tradition,” the holy process by which disjuncture gives 
birth to new modes of connection and continuity. 

In January, 2014, I formally begin my first sabbatical, an 
18 month stretch of time during which I shall continue 
to be able to offer support to Leah and Slifka Center 
even as I begin spending long hours inside Yale’s great 
l i b r a r i e s 
reading and 
writing.  My 
wife, Elana, 
and I are 
very excited 
about enter-
ing this new 
phase of our 
own lives, a season that we know will bring innovation, 
invention, and exploration to us and to Joseph Slifka 
Center.

With warm wishes, 
Jim 
Rabbi James Ponet ‘68, P ‘97 
Howard M. Holtzmann Jewish Chaplain at Yale

Although I usually fail to notice 
it, every single day revolutionary 
moments subtly disrupt the seeming 
sense of surface sameness and some-
thing fresh, green, newborn, emerges 
quietly from the amniotic waters like 
a sprout that soundlessly pierces the 
topsoil in a garden patch.  Often at 

day’s end or in the late awareness of the morning after, 
I can say from deep within my chest, “And there was 
evening and there was morning, one day.”

The preacher, Kohelet, aka Ecclesiastes, frightened by the 
thought that virtually anything can happen in the frame 
of a single day, 
slams the door 
on this percep-
tion after having 
shoved it into a 
closet where he 
locks it up with 
chains of poetry:  
“One generation 
goes, another comes, But the earth remains the same 
forever. The sun rises and the sun sets—and glides back 
to where it rises… All streams flow into the sea, yet the 
sea is never full… Only that shall happen which has 
happened, only that occur which has occurred; There is 
nothing new under the sun.”

However, the siddur, our prayerbook, gently pushes back 
against Kohelet’s fears as it evokes a God who every day 
renews Creation’s primordial abundance, whose love 
never ceases, whose miracles and wonders are with us 
morning, noon and evening. 

With these thoughts in mind, I address this moment 
of transition in the history of our Joseph Slifka Center 
for Jewish life at Yale.  I am thrilled to be handing off 
responsibility for the future of our beloved institution to 

Ponet Family Circa 1980

On Transition and Transformation

Ponet Family Circa 2013

The entire Slifka Center community  
extends our deep gratitude  

and abiding affection to 

 Jim and Elana Ponet
as they begin this  

new chapter of life and learning

Mazel Tov!

Hillel Children’s School Director Elana Ponet enjoying the 
playground provided at Israel Fest 2013. 

Rabbi Jim Ponet at Israel Fest 2013 with students, L to R, Uriel 
Epshtein ‘14, Danielle Ellison ‘15, and David Lilienfeld ‘15. 
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Yale Hillel Leadership Cultivates Campus Jewish Community

Pluralism in Practice 
Slifka Center is a pluralistic Jewish campus 
community, home to varied denominations who 
meet throughout the academic year for worship 
and learning, meals and other activities. These 
prayer groups, or minyanim, all share our space, 
and are best described by some of our current Yale 
undergraduate students.  

Ike Swetlitz SM ‘15 
Naperville, IL  
Reconstructionist Minyan 
The Yale Reconstructionist Minyan 
is a collection of Jews from across 
the Yale community that comes 

together to celebrate Shabbat and other expressions 
of its Judaism. Our Shabbat morning services blend 
poetry into prayer, incorporating traditional elements 
while maintaining a sense of adventurous exploration.  
We linger over the words of scholars Chassidic and 
contemporary as we contemplate the relevance of their 
wisdom to our daily lives.

My most poignant memories from the Reconstructionist 
minyan are from the end of the school year.  A week or 
two before classes end, at our last meeting, we bless 

the students who are adventuring out into the world, 
whether for the summer or for the rest of their lives.  
Last summer, I embarked on travels that took me from 
ultra-Orthodox Jerusalem to Christian Ghana.  I looked 
around at the other members of the Reconstructionist 
minyan, reminding myself that no matter how far I 
wandered during the summer, I would always have this 
loving space where I could return. 

Aidan Kaplan CC ‘17 
Montclair, NJ 
Reform Chavurah
It’s Friday afternoon.  I’ve turned in 
my weekly paper and attended my 
final lecture of the week. The hectic 

school week has come to a close, and a hectic weekend 
is about to begin, but first, it’s time to go Slifka. I walk 
over from Old Campus, not carrying any books, just 
ready to spend an hour to take a deep breath, pray, and 
sing to welcome in Shabbat.

I’m really glad that I’ve found this place, where I was 
immediately welcomed in to participate and even help 
lead the services. Reform Chavurah at Slifka has been a 
wonderful place to get my mind away from the commo-
tion and stress of freshman year and just take a moment 
to remember Shabbat each week. I’m looking forward 
to four more years of Friday nights.

T h r o u g h o u t 
the two years 
that we have 
had leader-
ship roles at 
Yale Hillel, one 
of the high-
lights of our 
weeks – even 
among the 
many bigger, 
higher-profile 
programs we 

help plan during the academic term – has been Shabbat 
dinners at Slifka Center.  Walking downstairs into our 
Kosher Kitchen and seeing students who come every 
week, greeting people who are coming for the first 
time, and hosting faculty and guests remind us how 
special it is to have a Jewish home at Yale.  What drives 
us as leaders of this organization is to give other Jews 
at Yale this feeling.

 Current Yale Hillel Co-Presidents  
Deena Gottlieb ‘15 and Jon Silverstone ‘15

When people ask us what we do as co-presidents, it is 
very easy for us to simply list all of the exciting events 
we have going on in the building.  While these are very 
important, and allow us bring Jewish life to students 
on campus in a variety of ways, events are only the 
first step in our larger goal for Hillel. What ultimate-
ly creates a strong Jewish community – and a strong 
student community – is the relationships that are built 
and strengthened in the building, either during events, 
over meals, while celebrating holidays, or just spending 
time together in our shared space.  Our student board 
works tirelessly to plan a diverse offering of programs 
each and every week, but we hope that when people 
stop by 80 Wall Street it’s because they feel like they 
belong as part of a larger community.  That’s the culture 
we try to engender as Jews, and one that we work to 
bring to Slifka Center.

Deena and Jon

Deena Gottlieb ’15 and Jonathan Silverstone ’15  
Yale Hillel Co-Presidents 2013-14
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Johanna Press MC ’15   
Maple Glen, PA  
Egalitarian/Conservative Minyan 
The Egalitarian/Conservative Minyan 
at Yale (affectionately known as 
“Egal”) brings together a diverse 

group of students and Yale community members for 
prayer, study, socializing, and celebrating.  While some 
members have been part of a Conservative synagogue 
or Hebrew Day School their whole life, others (like me) 
are newer to the level of serious engagement with 
Judaism that characterizes this community.  Although 
I was not so familiar with the Shabbat service when I 
first ventured into Egal as a freshman, I was hooked 
by the energetic song and prayer, as well as the strong 
sense of community that I quickly discovered.  Members 
of the minyan have since become friends and mentors, 
helping me engage with Jewish ideas, learn about prac-
tice, and explore my own beliefs through challenging 
study, meaningful prayer, and stimulating conversation. 
The leaders of Egal have also encouraged me to take 
on a greater leadership role in the minyan.  Although I 
was at first nervous about my lack of experience, their 
continued support pushed me to learn to lead davening, 
seek out learning opportunities, and even blow shofar 
on the high holidays for the first time!  It is very mean-
ingful for me to be able to contribute to a community 
that has been instrumental to my personal and religious 
growth and become an irreplaceable home for me at 
Yale.

Allie Schechter DC ’15 
Stamford, CT  
Minyam Urim
Minyan Urim highlights what is so 
unique about Yale’s Jewish communi-
ty.  Here, people from a wide range of 

ages, backgrounds, and denominations come together 
to pray, united by their commitment to Judaism and to 
each other.  A young woman in her first year of college 
may lead the introductory prayers, a seasoned gradu-
ate student reads Torah, then a new father leads Musaf 
with his baby daughter in tow.  Minyan Urim also makes 
an effort to have its services be as participatory as possi-
ble, so the whole community is often singing aloud in 
prayer together.  Coming every other week to Minyan 
Urim, I am always reminded of how grateful I am to be 
part of such a warm and dedicated community. 

Isabel Singer MC ’16  
New York, NY  
Young Israel House at Yale
The davening with Young Israel 
House at Yale (YIHY) is uniquely 
inspirational and musical, especially 

on Shabbat and holidays, because of the devotion that 
each member of the community brings to develop-
ing his or her relationship with G-d.  However, YIHY 
is much more than a prayer community.  I have loved 
being involved with YIHY because it fosters serious 
Jewish learning.  The community, and Rabbi Noah 
and Sarah particularly, have been open to my explo-
ration of Judaism, even when I push the boundaries 
of traditional Jewish life.  YIHY is the most accepting 
and embracing Orthodox community I have seen. I 
have witnessed my community embrace and encour-
age the active participation of members regardless 
of their religious upbringings, affiliation with Yale, 
gender, sexual orientation, level of religious practice, 
and level of knowledge about Judaism.  Because our 
community is small, it demands that all hands be on 
deck.  I am currently blessed to be the torah reading 
coordinator, encouraging men to contribute by read-
ing, whether they can read a lot every week or a little 
once in a while.  Because YIHY is small but mighty, it 
has provided me with an incredible support network.  
Most of my closest friends, who I hope will remain my 
friends for years to come, are members of the YIHY 
community. 

Magevet’s Upcoming Tour
Magevet: Yale’s Jewish, Hebrew and Israeli a cappella 
group will be performing in Portland, OR, Seattle, WA 
and Vancouver, BC over Winter Break. Contact Scott 
Greenberg at business@magevet.com for details.
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engaging intel-
lectualism of the 
Faculty Fellows 
and my peers.  
Hearing “I told my 
students to bring 
their phones to 
class, and not to 

worry about citing sources correctly” wasn’t exactly 
the conversation I had imagined when picturing our 
first fall gathering, but it was part of a very interest-
ing dinner dialogue between Professor Hindy Najman 
and several students.  Professor Najman focuses on the 
history of concepts in Ancient Judaism, but is also lead-
ing a Freshman Seminar called “Authorship, Originality 
and Plagiarism” this semester. She was explaining the 
course’s radical structure to a table full of intrigued 
students. 

Over the course of this special Shabbat evening, I 
also heard snippets of conversations about Israeli folk 
dance, the social construction of significance, and 
philosophical commonalities and differences between 
nightmares and horror films.  After participating in 
such an accessible and invigorating intellectual gather-
ing, I am looking forward to watching this year’s Slifka 
Faculty Fellows Program fully blossom!

slifkacenter.org

Percentages above reflect number of contributions received (not total dollar amounts) from July 1, 2012 through 
November 1, 2013. For more information about donor opportunities at Slifka Center, please contact Jennifer Rogin 
Wallis at jennifer.wallis@yale.edu or 203-432-7376.

Donor ParticipationThis Season of Light and Gratitude, 
consider your piece of the Slifka Pie...
Slifka Center counts on the generosity 
of Current and Past Parents, Alumni, the 
Yale and Greater New Haven Community, 
Foundations and other Organizations, Current 
Undergraduate and Graduate Students, 
as well as Grandparents and Friends from 
around the world, to help support its work.  
Slifka Center provides a home to Yale Hillel, 
Young Israel House at Yale, Yale Friends 
of Israel, the Lindenbaum Kosher Kitchen, 
Magevet: Yale’s Jewish a cappella singing 
group, Yiddish and Hebrew Study Groups, 
weekly religious observances, and many other 
activities that embrace the spectrum of Jewish 
Life celebrated on the Yale Campus. Slifka 
Center is a registered 501(c)(3) charitable 
organization that receives no direct funding 
from the University.  We invite your support!   

Current Students, 
Grandparents and 
Other Friends

Foundations and 
Organizations

Past and 
Current 
Parents Yale and  

New Haven  
Community

Alumni

36%

26%

4%
4%

30%

Slifka Center  
Faculty Fellows Program  
Welcomes a New Season
By Becca Bakal ’16, Hillel Board Education Chair

Slifka Center welcomed new 
and returning Faculty Fellows 
with a Kickoff Reception and 
Dinner. The Slifka Faculty 
Fellows Program provides a 
way for students to interface 
with their Yale professors 
beyond the classroom. Many 

of our Faculty Fellows join students here at the Kosher 
Kitchen for meals, and several have hosted discussions 
or given recent talks at Slifka Center.

This year’s eleven Fellows, Professors Christine Hayes, 
Dina Roginsky, Shiri Goren, Ayala Dvoretzky, Mark 
Oppenheimer, Hindy Najman, Paul Franks, Elihu Rubin, 
Kathryn Lofton, Gabriel Citron, and President Peter 
Salovey, are all leaders in their respective academic 
fields, who also find time to focus on undergraduate 
instruction and outreach.

Walking around our Allan and Leah Rabinowitz Gallery 
at this opening reception, I reveled in the casual and 

Slifka Center Faculty Fellows reception

Philosophy Professor Paul 
Franks with Becca Bakal.



7

Hanukkah 5774
Thanksgiving 2013slifkacenter.org

Gifts $10,000 and up
Elena and Petr Aven
Virginia Bayer and Robert Hirt
Mordechai and Wendy Beizer
Robert Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner
Dan and Alisa Doctoroff
Alec Ellison; Tamar Sadeh
H. Michael Feldman and Christine Glastonbury
Michael and Carole Friedman
Gittel and Alan Hilibrand
Jacob L. and Lillian Holtzmann Foundation
Judy Sandler and Skip Klein
Mitchell and Rosemarie Klipper
Jack and Martha Matloff
Philip and Cheryl Milstein
Lisa and John Pritzker
Daniel and Joanna S. Rose
David and Rena Schlussel
Charles and Lynn Schusterman  
 Family Foundation
Joseph and Sylvia Slifka Foundation, Inc. 
Alan B. Slifka Foundation Inc. – Riva A. Ritvo
David and Michele Slifka
David and Karen Sobotka
Jerry Speyer and Katherine Farley
Jeffrey and Mara Talpins
Amy and Steven Temares
Alan and Caryn Viterbi
Tali Farhadian Weinstein and Boaz Weinstein
Ziering-Kofman family in memory of  
 Sigi Ziering

Gifts $1,000 up to $10,000
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Anonymous (4)
Barak Zelinsky Foundation, Inc.
Bezalel Foundation
Eli Bildner
Harvey N. Bock
Perry and Vivienne Braun
Clifford Chance US LLP

Nathaniel and Sherry Cohen
Stuart and Robin Cohen
Phyllis M. Cohen-Gladstein and Gary Gladstein
The David Project
Michael R. Dockterman and  
 Laura B. Di Giantonio
Michael J. and Susan Brenner Edwards
Emanuel Family
Laura Engelstein and Michael Geyer
Robert and Margaret Fagenson
Evan and Rebecca Farber
Joseph and Surella Feit
Clifford and Minna Felig
Debra Fine and Martin Schneider
Gary and Linda Friedlaender
Murray Gerstenhaber and Ruth P. Zager
David Gordon and Meryl Greenwald Gordon
Leonard and Brenda J. Greenberg
Stephen and Myrna Greenberg
Jeffrey and Ellen Grossman
Clifford Hendler and Deborah Neipris Hendler
Neil Herbsman and Carole Bernstein
Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life
Judge Howard M. Holtzmann
Janice L. Honigberg and John Hedges
Israel on Campus Coalition 
Jewish Foundation of Greater New Haven 
Saran and Ruth Jonas
Jonathan D. Katz and Susan Lustman Katz
Ed Lee & Jean Campe Foundation Inc. -  
 Michael Katz
Robert A. King
Ruth G. King and Steven Ryave
Matthew A. Lieberman
Jonathan Liebman and Jill Greenwald
Ana and Albert Lilienfeld
Lopatin Family Foundation
John H. Loux and Carol Sanders
Claire and Cornelius Marx
Middle Road Foundation -  
 Elizabeth and Michael Varet

I. George Miller, Jr. 
Andrew and Iris Morse
Alan Nemes and Fawn Chapel
Herbert and Edna Newman
Karen Appel Oshman and Gene Oshman
Daniel Osnoss and Charlotte Howard
Michaela Panter and Yevgeny Gelfand
Aldo and Elizabeth Parisot
Richard and Kayla Pechter
Andrew J. Peck
William and Lia Poorvu
Bennett M. Pudlin
Allan and Leah Rabinowitz
Joseph and Wendy Rosner
Robert and Barbara Sherr Roswell
Michael and Miriam Schechter
Alan and Ilsa Schwartz
Elliot Schwartz and Bat Sheva Marcus
William Schwartz and Lucy Chudson
Judah and Amanda Shechter
Jerry and Judith Shulman
Ruth Berg Silver
Mark and Sarice Silverberg
Rick and Debi Smilow
Carol and Irving Smokler
Jonathan and Sheryl Sokoloff 
Nancy and Roger L. Strong, Jr. 
Philip and Adina Wagman
Richard and Susan Walden
Kalman L. Watsky and Deborah Fried
Beth Weinberger and Mark C. Schaefer
Alan Weiner and Nancy Maizels
Michael and Holly Weiss
Laura S. Wertheimer and Andrew J. Pincus
Leonard and Pamela Yablon
Daniel and Angela Yergin 
Lawrence Young and Lynn Tanoue
Alan and Janet Yuspeh
Kinney Zalesne and Scott Siff
Ed and Doris Zelinsky

Slifka Center Board President David Slifka ’01 along with past parents 
and current grandparents, Dan ’51 and Joanna S. Rose.

Yale President Peter Salovey and spouse, past Slifka Center Board Member 
Marta Moret, greet current parents Katherine Farley and Jerry Speyer.

Todah Rabah – Thank You to Slifka Center Major Donors

Yale and  
New Haven  
Community

Major Gifts made between July 1, 2012 and November 1, 2013. Slifka Center gratefully acknowledges all donations 
toward our work. Please notify us of any errors or omissions.  Thank you for your support.
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Who we are: 
JGAP  stands for Jewish Graduate students And 
young Professionals, and is a non-denominational and 
pluralistic social community of Jewish students and 
professionals in 
their 20s and 30s 
in the New Haven 
area.  We include 
students, their 
partners, Yale 
staff and facul-
ty, and others 
who want to be 
involved.  There 
are no member-
ship dues, but there are fees – often discounted 
- associated with some of our events, outings and trips.  

We are grateful to Slifka Center for funding and housing 
our organization, and we rely on an open committee of 
local students and professionals to actively plan events.  
Our JGAP committee welcomes those who want to join 
in planning activities and we are always looking for 
new people to join in and help out!

What we do: 
JGAP sponsors discounted Shabbat dinners every week 
of the academic year in Slifka Center’s Lindenbaum 
Kosher Kitchen, as well as the $8 Cheap Eats dinners 
each Wednesday evening.  Please contact Slifka Center 
to make advance reservations.  Beyond these weekly 
meal gatherings, JGAP hosts a wide range of religious, 
social, and cultural activities, which in recent months 
have included theater trips and wine tastings, lectures 
and demonstrations, and holiday services and parties. 

We are food friendly:
With a goal of being ever inclusive, JGAP tries to plan 
events that are as Kosher-friendly as possible.  While 
it can be difficult to provide strictly Kosher meals and 
menus at some events, we are dedicated to having 
Kosher options available.  We also look to have vegetar-
ian options at our functions.  

And we respect religious observances: 
JGAP tries not to plan events that exclude those 
members of our community who observe Shabbat 
and other holy days.  In turn, Shabbat observance is 
never a requirement nor an expectation of those who 
participate in our programs.  We make sure to describe 
any event components that occur on Shabbat so that 
JGAPpers can make informed decisions about their 
participation. 

For more information:  
Check the JGAP calendar at tinyurl.com/jgapcal  
for up-to-date information, or contact JGAP at  
jgapatyale@gmail.com

JGAPpers visit the Thimble Islands in Long Island Sound

JGAP at Slifka Center – Yale’s Home for  
Jewish Graduate Students and Young Professionals

Rosh Chodesh at Slifka Center
To celebrate the beginning of each Hebrew month – known as Rosh Chodesh, 
a time traditionally marked as special for women - Slifka ladies gather to 
learn, bond, and just take a fun break from studies and other responsibilities. 
While engaging in interesting activities such as creating jewelry, baking treats, 
or pizza making, the group is led by Sarah Cheses in a text study about char-
acter development. Sarah, and her husband Rabbi Noah Cheses, serve as the 
Co-Directors of the Seif Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus (JLIC) at Yale. At 
this year’s first Rosh Chodesh event, participants strung colorful beads to make 
necklaces, earrings, and key chains, and enjoyed a discussion of the Jewish 
value of gratitude and how it can be better brought into our lives this special 
Hanukkah and Thanksgiving holiday season. 

Becca Bakal ‘16, Dalia Wolfson ‘17, Jessica 
Saldinger ‘15, Sarah Cheses, Rachel Cooper 
’15 SOM, and Lea Winter ’15 at the first 
Rosh Chodesh event of the semester

Oren Kanner, Tanya Kanner, Brian Fried 
and Seyla Azoz at Israel Fest
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Visiting Professor Shlomit Yanisky-Ravid addresses a Law School lunch 
on venture capital’s role in Israeli growth and innovation.   

Now that the Jewish High Holy Days 
are behind us, I have had the oppor-
tunity to get up on the “balcony” 
and look down on the “dance floor.” 
From this vantage point, I see 
hundreds of Jewish Yalies spending 
countless hours with each other, 

praying and singing, eating and laughing, learning and 
dancing. The holiday season at Slifka was simply magi-
cal. 

The medieval Jewish Philosopher, Bahya Ibn Pakud, 
asserts that the whole spectrum of religious and ethical 
impulses can be traced back to gratitude. The Hebrew 
term for gratitude is ”hakarat ha’tov” which literally 
means recognizing the good.  Inherent in this phrase is 
the assumption that the good already exists; it is simply 
up to us to take the time to recognize it and appreciate 
it. Ibn Pakud concludes that the attitude of gratitude, 
of indebtedness to the goodness of G-d and humanity, 
is at the very core of moral thinking and feeling. 

Gratitude: The Apex of Our Religious Programming
By Rabbi Noah Cheses, Co-Director of the Seif Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus (JLIC) at Yale

Three-time Nobel Peace prize nominee Yosef Abramowitz speaks on 
Green Energy. 

Former Jerusalem Post correspondent Etgar Lefkovitz at Saybrook 
Master’s Tea.

Iranian-Israeli Meir Javedanfar, co-author of The Nuclear Sphinx of 
Tehran, meets with Yale Friends of Israel.

This insight leads me to think about measuring my 
work, at least in part, by the level of gratefulness that 
my students feel towards one another. When I witness 
young Jews at Yale expressing appreciation and feeling 
appreciated, I am filled with a sense of joy and accom-
plishment. 

At the very end of the high-holiday season this year, 
there was a magnificent outpouring of gratitude. Our 
student leaders began publically thanking various 
members of our community who made the holidays so 
meaningful and pleasurable. Another group of students 
began collecting donations to buy gifts for the students 
who served as service leaders for Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur. On Facebook there were posts like: “Great 
work, team! Our community couldn’t be what it is 
without you all. So much love!!” – Leah.  

This “appreciation fest” has spilled over into the regular 
rhythms of our community, and I feel so blessed to be 
part of it. 

Slifka Center Co-Sponsors Fall 2013 Programs on Campus
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In 2013-14, Slifka Center is focusing its 
social justice energy on issues of food 
justice and the New Haven community.  
Our Tzedek Fellowship, now in its third 
year, provides funds and resources for Yale 
undergraduates doing independent social 
justice projects in the New Haven 

Community.  Some examples of past fellowship projects 
include working to create a youth court program in New 
Haven, supporting the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program, and creating opportunities for New Haven high 
school students to participate in science research.  We are 
looking forward to helping this year’s crop of fellows create 
positive change in our community!

In an effort to address 
food insecurity in New 
Haven while reducing 
food waste at Slifka 
Center, we’re excited to 
announce the establish-
ment of the SAFE (Slifka 
Addresses Food Excess) 
program. Through a 
partnership with the 
New Haven Downtown 
Evening Soup Kitchen, 
food excess from the 
Kosher Kitchen and 
Slifka Center events will 
be donated to the soup kitchen.  SAFE Team members will 
assist in the donation of food and consider other ways in 
which we can continue to address issues of food insecurity in 
New Haven and food waste at Slifka.  One popular program 
at Slifka Center has been selling homemade challah with 
proceeds contributed to hunger relief.

Over spring break 2014, a group of Slifka students will trav-
el to New Orleans with Rabbi Megan and the Jewish Farm 
School.  They will spend a week immersing in the world of 
urban sustainable agriculture, gaining a wide range of expe-
riences connected to small-scale organic farming and social 
justice, and living and learning in a rich Jewish curriculum. In 
this unique and transformative atmosphere, they will begin 
to understand how relevant Judaism is to building healthy 
communities.

Shabbat on the Yale Farm
By Layla Treuhaft-Ali ‘17

I often find it hard, in my 
day-to-day life, to truly feel 
like I’m stopping on 
Shabbat.  I’m not talking 
about doing anything 
different, but about creat-
ing an emotional space 

that feels apart from my daily routine – a 
space where I can focus, through Judaism, 
on things that are bigger than myself. Being 
on the Yale Farm was the perfect way 
because it felt far away from campus and 
the things that occupy my thoughts there.  
The chance to get my hands dirty and do 
manual work was a great “buffer zone” 
between the week and Shabbat, and it was 
easier to shut out my routine and get closer 
to the bigger, holier things that I try to 
experience during Shabbat on a hill where 
trees and a beautiful sunset were all I could 
see. In addition to feeling closer to God, I 
felt closer to the people around me: I’m a 
freshman, so Shabbat on the Farm was one 
of my first memories with the Reform 
Chavurah community. Everyone was so 
clearly happy to be at the Farm and to be 
together, and that shared happiness colored 
the song and prayer beautifully. In particu-
lar, the d’var Torah of the week stuck with 
me.  Laurel Cohen ‘16 talked about experi-
encing everyday joys like being on the farm 
as small miracles – a sentiment I’ve been 
trying to bring into my daily life in the 
weeks since.

Slifka Center  
Social Justice Initiatives  
Focus on Food Resources  
By Rabbi Megan Doherty, Senior Jewish Fellow and  
Associate Rabbi and  
Jake Wolf-Sorokin ‘16, Hillel Board Social Justice Chair

Reform Chavurah observes an October Shabbat on the Yale 
Farm, north of campus.

Challah for Hunger preparation overseen 
by Chef Melanie Driscoll of Slifka Center’s 
Lindenbaum Kosher Kitchen.
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Thanksgiving 2013

Third and Fourth Graders learning their Hebrew.

Hillel Children’s School 
Marks 46 Years at Yale
By Elana Ponet, P ‘97 
Director of the Hillel Children’s School at Yale 

There is a small educational gem that 
has been part of the Yale Jewish 
community since the 1960s, when a 
group of faculty parents approached 
Rabbi Richard Israel, who was Yale 
Hillel Rabbi at the time. They includ-
ed Dr. Sherwin Nuland, former Yale 

University Career Services Director Susan Wugmeister 
Hauser, and Professor Gus Ranis, whom we recently lost 
and remember fondly.

On September 22, 2013 the Hillel Children’s School at 
Yale began its 46th year of learning, led by a strong 
staff:  Jessica Saldinger ‘15 and Josef Goodman ‘14 are 
both returning teachers, and are joined now by three 
new instructors:  Hannah Constantin ‘15, Leah Salovey 
‘17 and Ahron Singer ‘14.  Classes meet at Slifka Center 
and just down Wall Street at William L. Harkness Hall. 

Each Sunday there is a creative excitement as children 
from a wide geographical area learn from our inspir-
ing teachers - all current Yale undergraduates - who 
represent a variety of Jewish backgrounds. The classes 
magically combine Jewish values and learning with 
lively discussions, art projects and fun.

The Sunday after Simchat Torah, at our weekly prayer 
service, some of our teachers read from the beginning 
of Bereishit and invited all the students up to the Torah 
to stand under a tallit for a special Blessing.  

Our school staff is inspired to think of new and chal-
lenging ways to teach Hebrew, Holy Days, Torah, 
History, and most importantly to impart a positive, 
engaging sense of Living as part of an ever-changing 
Jewish people. The school year is off to a great start 
already!

Slifka Center undergraduate leaders from Yale Hillel and Yale 
Friends of Israel gather on Old Campus for Israel Fest 2013.

Israel Fest 2013
Each fall, Slifka Center organizes a day long “Israel 
Fest” in the heart of the Yale Campus, with fun and 
food, and a general festival atmosphere.  This year’s 
event under sunny autumn skies took place Sunday, 
September 22 and promoted Jewish life and program-
ming at Yale, including information about upcoming 
Birthright and School Break Trips.  

Yale Hillel Board 2013-14
Deena Gottlieb ‘15, Co-President
Jonathan Silverstone ‘15, Co-President
Maia Eliscovich ‘16, Outreach Chair
Jaime Halberstam ‘16, Religious Life Chair
Jake Wolf-Sorokin ‘16, Social Justice Chair
Michaella Baker ‘16, Social Culture Chair
Adam Beckman ‘16, Israel Chair
Rebecca Bakal ‘16, Education Chair 

Yale Friends of Israel Board 2013-14
Danielle Ellison ‘15, Co-President
Dani Dickstein ‘16, Co-President
Josh Feinzig ‘16, VP Education & Engagement
David Lilienfeld ‘15, VP Political Affairs
Rachel Miller ‘15, VP Cultural Affairs
Sam Sussman ‘16, VP Advocacy & Media Affairs
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Best wishes to you and your family for a 
Happy Hanukkah and a Happy Thanksgiving.

Celebrating Fall
Members of Yale’s freshman Class of 2017 on our apple picking trip 
to Lyman Orchard in Middlefield, Connecticut. From L to R: Sarah 
Grossman-Kahn of Stanford, CA, Cole Moran of Windham, ME, 
Alex Simon of Los Angeles, CA, and Lia Weiner of Tel Aviv, Israel. 

Coming to New Haven?  
Please include Slifka Center on your next visit to campus. We look forward to welcoming you here!
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