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HANUKKAH: Self and Others
by Rabbi Jim Ponet ’68
We know that, as in 1948, it took
a determined Jewish army led by
men ready to kill, die, and sacrifice
to bring about in Judaea in the
2nd century BCE what Rabbinic
tradition till this day characterizes
as the victory of the weak over
the mighty, the few over many,
the righteous over the wicked.
The truth, then as now, is: No
Rabbi Jim Ponet ‘68
Army, No State. So for about 80
years, against the backdrop of the withering Hellenistic
kingdoms of Alexander’s successors (Seleucus in Syria and
Ptolemy in Egypt), an armed and militant Jewish theocracy, centered in Jerusalem, carved its way into being.
This fierce political entity, known as the Hasmonean
Dynasty, finally degenerated into internecine hostility and
became an easy target for the rising Roman Empire to
subdue, govern and eventually destroy. Having risen in
war, it fell in war. Successors to the Priests and thus to the
Hasmoneans, the ancient Rabbis needed both to revise
and to celebrate the communal past in order to lead the
people into a new post-Temple, post-Jerusalem future. It
was they who shaped an eight day winter holiday based
on the description of King Solomon’s dedication of the
first Temple in Jerusalem more than a millennium earlier (I
Kings 8:66), they who named it Hanukkah, “dedication,”
linking the Hasmonean re-dedication of 165 BCE to Solomon’s original. Thus by extension they linked Hanukkah
to the final re-dedication to be brought about in the Messianic future by God’s anointed King from the House of
David.
These ancient Rabbis successfully turned the collective
mind from the battlefield to the menorah’s light and the
production of olive oil, and declared the words from Zachariah 4:6 be read in assembly on the Shabbat that falls
during Hanukkah: “’Not by might nor by power but by My
spirit,’ said the Lord of Hosts.” It was they who ruled that
on Shabbat Hanukkah, if, from scarcity, you must choose
to light either Shabbat candles or Hanukkah candles, light
the Shabbat candles, symbol of shalom bayit, “domestic

“Joseph,” a mosaic by Niki de Saint Phalle
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peace,” for, as Maimonides explained in the 12th century:
“The entire Torah was given to create peace in the world.”
A people capable of war celebrate their belief in the reality
and priority of peace. A people ready to bear arms never
cease dreaming of a time when swords will be forged into
ploughshares and human wisdom, love and joy will cover
the face of an earth that will know war no more. This
is the miracle of Hanukkah, the miracle of the enduring
presence of the Jewish people as both warriors for peace
and security in this traumatized world and bearers of light
and friendship for a world that is ever in the making.
It is so tempting either to fight single-mindedly for yourself from the sense that the world is dog-eat-dog, or to
leap to self-forgetfulness, a life of self-sacrifice dedicated to the other. However Jews (and thus humanity) are
called to what Gretchen Rubin ’88 (author most recently
of “Happier at Home”) has called a kind of “selfish altruism,” the recognition that our own wellbeing is enhanced
when we allow our generosity to extend to others. This is
what the first century school of Hillel taught through the
interrogative: “If I am not for myself, who will be? But
when I am only for myself, what am I?”
I witness expressions of this two-pronged mode of life
every day at Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish life at Yale,
from the moment I enter the lobby and gaze upon Niki
de Saint Phalle’s glass mosaic depiction of Biblical Joseph
-- the luminous survivalist who saved himself, his people
and all humanity from great famine -- to my conversations
with students who are studying and volunteering with an
eye towards defeating hunger, saving the environment,
relieving urban poverty, comforting and caring for the
sick and aged. Daily, these students, surely leaders of the
Jewish future, bring their humanity in so many ways to a
world not yet fully human.

Rabbi Jim Ponet ’68
Howard M. Holtzmann Jewish Chaplain at Yale
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First snowfall at Slifka

Kindling the Sparks of Judaism
by David Raphael
Our Jewish tradition tells us of a disagreement regarding kindling of Hanukkah
lights between the great first century sages
Hillel and Shammai. Shammai taught that
we should kindle all eight lights on the first
night and then reduce the number of lights
each day until only one remained on the
eighth night of Hanukkah. Hillel taught
David Raphael
that we begin with one light and then increase each night until the full eight light shine.
Underlying the disagreement are world views that are far
deeper than how we employ vials of oil, wax candles or
electric lights. And we are guided by the wisdom of the
School of Hillel.
The Maccabean revolt began with Mattathias ben
Johanan, a single visionary leader who bristled under the
rule of the Seleucid Greek government of King Antiochus
IV. It grew each day under the leadership of his third son
Judah Maccabee and his brothers, Eleazar, Simon, John,
and Jonathan. Thus, revolutions and revolutionary ideas
often begin with a single light and then grow each day
until they illuminate the world. Abraham, Moses, Herzl,
Einstein, Salk and so many other Jewish visionaries began,
standing alone, with revolutionary ideas. Now their ideas
light the world.

Since 1701 future luminaries in science and medicine, industry, the arts, and politics and diplomacy have walked
the streets of New Haven. Today, many of these future
leaders walk through our doors at the Slifka Center. Hillel’s
wisdom teaches us that, in lighting one more light each
day, it is our responsibility, to enlighten the world and to
make each day brighter than the last.
This is what we do at the Slifka Center; kindle the sparks
of Judaism which lay within each student and nurture,
support and guide Jewish student leaders and Jewish
student visionaries. Keeping the lights on at the Slifka
Center is just a start; identifying and empowering the
Jewish leaders who will illuminate the world is our real
business. At this season of the kindling of lights, we invite
you to be our partner in setting our students on paths
where they will build a brighter future for Judaism and
humankind.
On behalf of my fellow professionals at the Slifka Center, I
extend my best wishes for a happy and healthy Hanukkah.

David Raphael
Interim Executive Director

Blood Drive
Slifka Center hosted a blood
drive with the American Red
Cross in September. Hundreds
of students, faculty and community members stopped by
Slifka to donate blood.
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Israel Programming on Campus
by Danielle Bella Ellison ‘15, President of Yale Friends
of Israel
Israel programming at Yale has had the most incredible
fall, and we could not be more excited or proud. We
started off the year with our second annual IsraelFest, an
afternoon festival on Old Campus of Israeli food, music,
activities, giveaways and more. The event was spearheaded by Jonathan Silverstone ‘15, Hillel Student Board Israel
Chair. This fall Yale Friends of Israel and the Slifka Center
hosted an extraordinary number of high-profile speakers
including Israeli Knesset Member Dr. Einat Wilf who spoke
on “Israel, the Arab Spring, and the Future of the Middle
East,” Senator Joseph Lieberman ‘64, ‘67 JD who spoke
on “Bipartisanship and the Jewish State: Why no party
should have a monopoly on Israel,” General Director of
Israel’s Ministry of Health Dr. Ronni Gamzu who spoke on
“Israeli Health Care - A period of intensive reforms,” and
OurCrowd CEO Jonathan Medved who spoke on “Startup
Nation.” We also had dinners with a variety of interesting
guests including U.S. defense analyst Ariel David Adesnik
’99 and former congressman Peter Deutsch ’82 JD, as well
as held a movie screening with the Hebrew Department of
“The Band’s Visit.” In addition, Yalies had the opportunity
to attend a unique event with Gilad Shalit and his unit.
We are thrilled to have brought so much fantastic Israel
programming to the Yale community, and we are excited
for all that is ahead!

Senator Joe Lieberman ‘64, ‘67 JD with Hillel Co-Presidents Sammy Greissman
’14 and Sarah Marx ’14, Jonathan Silverstone ’14, Hillel Israel Chair; David Lilienfeld ‘15, Vice President of Political Affairs for YFI; Danielle Ellison ’15, Shira
Telushkin ’14 and Jewish Agency Israel Fellow Amir Sagron.

Dr. Einat Wilf, Member of
Knesset, visits Yale
Israeli Knesset member Dr. Einat Wilf
delivered a lecture entitled “Israel, the
Arab Spring, and the Future of the
Middle East” to a packed audience of
Yale undergraduate students, graduate
students, faculty, and other community
members on September 12, 2012.
Dr. Wilf serves in the Israeli government’s legislative branch for the recentDr. Einat Wilf
ly established centrist Independence
faction. Born in Jerusalem and educated at Harvard,
INSEAD, and Cambridge, Dr. Wilf is a widely acknowledged expert of the post-modern Middle East. Her two
books discussing the critical issues that Israel faces: “My
Israel, Our Generation” and “Back to Basics: How to Save
Israeli Education (at no additional cost),” have been well
received.
Dr. Wilf described how the post-WWI era shaped the
Middle East of the 21st century. She argued that the Arab
World must first confront underlying opposition and tenContinued on page 5
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Staff and student leaders with OurCrowd CEO Jonathan Medved.

Staff and student leaders join Dr. Ronni Gamzu, Director General of Israel’s Ministry of Health and Dr. Bruce Rosen, Director of the Smokler Center for Health
Policy Research at the Myers-JDC-Brookdale Institute in the Zucker Reading
Room.
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Yalies in Israel Programming,
Summer 2012
by Rebecca Levinsky ’15, Hillel Social Cultural Chair
The Bezalel Foundation provided
funds to strengthen the Yalies in
Israel program last summer. There
were approximately thirty Yale students in Israel at various points
during the summer, pursuing a
variety of internship, research, and
study opportunities. The group was
incredibly diverse: some students
had never been to Israel before,
while some were not Jewish, and still others had been
numerous times to the country. The goal of the Yalies in
Israel events was to enrich the experiences of these students. The events offered the Yale students studying in
Israel for the summer a chance to build a community and
explore Israel together. As one student said, “As I went
through the summer, my group of
Yale friends provided a way for me
to process and better appreciate all
of these [new] experiences.”
Fifteen events were planned over
the course of ten weeks in June and
July, in both Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.
The events offered opportunities to
explore different aspects of Israeli
society such as politics, the performing arts, visual arts, and Jewish life.
The program coordinator, Rebecca
Levinsky, made effort to plan the
greatest variety of events, so that
everyone would find something
that truly interested them in Israel.
While some students most enjoyed
the social events (such as a picnic on
the beach in Tel Aviv or the Shabbat
dinner in Jerusalem at the end of
the summer), others found speakers such as Muki Tsur (an important
historian of the Kibbutz movement)
the most enriching, and still others
felt the cultural events like seeing
the play, Not by Bread Alone, a production by the Deaf-Blind Acting
Ensemble at the Nalaga’at Center
in Tel Aviv, impacted the way they
experienced Israel the most.
The program was valuable because, as one student reflected at the end of the summer, “one of the most incredible things I found in Israel was a sense of community.” This community is something that continues on with
the students as they return to campus for the school year.

Dr. Einat Wilf continued from page 4

sions, before it can implement effective democratic government. Dr. Wilf maintains an optimistic view that Arab
Spring countries will be able to democratize-- and that as
an established democracy Israel could broaden its role in
the region.
Students and community members actively listened and
asked questions, and came away with a first-hand account
of current political relations and realities. “Hearing MK Dr.
Einat Wilf speak was such a great experience. Her optimism and vision for the future of Israel and the broader
Middle East were presented so eloquently at a time where
the world really needs such an outlook” offered Danielle
Ellison ’15, President of Yale Friends of Israel.
The event was hosted by the Yale Friends of Israel, and co-sponsored by the Yale International Relations Association, the MacMillan Center Council on Middle East Studies, and International
Security Studies at Yale.

Top (clockwise): Yale students outside Knesset; Rebecca Levinsky ’15
with Historian Muki Tsur; Yalies outside Cameri Theater in Tel Aviv.
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Shaping Community: The Poetics and Politics of ERUV
The Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish Life at Yale embarked
on a groundbreaking collaboration exploring the symbolic
and concrete issues encompassed in the uniquely Jewish
practice of ERUV. This multi-institutional exhibition joined
the Yale School of Art, Slifka Center and the Institute of
Sacred Music under the visionary curation of Professsor
Margaret Olin. Shaping Community: The Poetics and Politics of ERUV exhibition was linked through shuttle buses
taking more than 200 opening night attendees to all three
venues. The visual exhibition was enriched by a concert
at the Divinity School, talks with ADL National Chairman, Bob Sugarman at the Yale Law School and at the
Slifka Center, and private guided tours by specially trained
student docents. Special thanks to Melisa Maier of the
Divinity School and Thea Buxbaum of the Slifka Center for
their support.

Ellen Rothenberg, Measure 1 ©2012.

The Slifka Center exhibition was supported by the visionary leadership of Barbara Slifka, the Rothko Fund at Slifka Center and
the Hauptmann Media Arts Endowment.

Daniel Bauer, Sans Person à Qui Parler 1, 2008.

Slifka Arts Grants Program

Kat Oshman ‘13, poses with friends, Lidiya Dervisheva ’13 and Tori Westerhoff ’13,
in front of her Siberian Tiger painting.
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Outgoing Chairman of the Anti-Defamation League, Bob Sugarman, ‘60, JD ‘63,
came to Slifka Center for an intimate Rabbi’s Tea with discussants Rabbi James
Ponet ‘68, Howard M. Holtzmann Jewish Chaplain at Yale, and Divinity School
Professor Margaret Olin.

The Slifka Arts Grants Program was a three-year program
supported by Barbara Slifka. The objective of the program
was to engage students who would not normally find their
way to Slifka Center by supporting their Jewish identification through arts rather than through traditional services.
Through this temporary initiative students submitted proposals which supported their exploration of arts related
projects inspired by or exploring Jewish themes and identity. Past grants have supported Jewish slam poetry, the
production of both Martin Buber’s “Elijah” as well as a
production of Cabaret. The applications were reviewed by
a student arts committee.
Kat Oshman ‘13, along with Aaron Serriff-Cullick ‘14, and
Kate Liebman ’14 were recipients of the 2012 Slifka Arts
Grant Award. More than 100 students, faculty members
and friends wandered through Slifka Center at the exhibition opening reception on September 6, 2012.
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Friedlaender-Krohner Lecture “The Invisible War”
Amy Ziering and Senator Richard Blumenthal
by Amalia Halikias ‘15

Amy Ziering

Senator Richard Blumenthal

This year’s annual Friedlaender-Krohner Lecture featured
a screening of The Invisible War, an investigative documentary on the high incidence of rape and sexual assault
within the United States
military. Held October 17th
in the Law School’s Levinson Auditorium, the event
featured the film’s producer, former Yale faculty
member Amy Ziering ’92
GRD, P ‘16, joined by U.S.
Senator Richard Blumenthal ’73 JD, P ’16, P ’15 JD
of Connecticut.
Ms. Ziering’s Sundance
Award-winning work relays
several personal and emotional stories, and includes
Friedlaender, Rabbi Jim Ponet
interviews with military Linda
and Amy Ziering
officials and members of
Congress. Interspersed are disturbing statistics: In 2011,
the military received 3,192 reports of sexual assault, yet

only 191 service
members were convicted. The film’s
jarring and powerful message led the
audience of Yale
undergraduate and
graduate students
and professors to
burst into applause.
Senator
Blumenthal spoke after the
screening,
anticipating many audience questions. He
discussed the practical difficulties in
compiling the material for this type
of
documentary,
and described the public’s general response. The Senator
first became aware of the film at a Democratic National
Committee screening in Charlotte this summer. Senator
Blumenthal serves on three subcommittees of the Senate
Armed Services Committee: Subcommittee on Airland,
Subcommittee on Personnel, and Subcommittee on
Seapower.
Ms. Ziering then relayed her profound experiences interviewing victims of assault and rape, and the challenges
she faced when speaking to military officials. She offered
the changes she hopes to see, and the event concluded
with questions from the evening’s attentive audience.
The Joseph Slifka Center is grateful for the vision and support
of Linda K. Friedlaender ‘93 and Gary E. Friedlaender ‘84 MAH,
P ‘93 who make the Friedlaender-Krohner lecture such an important annual event for our community.

Emily Bazelon – The Problem of Bullying and How to Solve It

Emily Bazelon ‘93

This year’s Family Weekend Afternoon Lecture and Book Talk featured Emily Bazelon ‘93, ‘00 JD.
Emily is the senior editor at Slate, a contributing writer at The New York Times Magazine, and the
Truman Capote Fellow for Creative Writing and Law at Yale Law School. Ms. Bazelon discussed her
forthcoming book “Sticks and Stones: The New Problem of Bullying and How to Solve It.”
Ms. Bazelon kept the audience of about 40 parents and students riveted for an hour as she talked
through recent statistics relating teen behavior, online access and social media. Some of the most
alarming trends show that whereas online access to information may be having a positive impact
helping to reduce teen drug and alcohol use and teen pregnancy, acts of violence among teens,
and suicide rates, are not going down at the same rates. She then explained the painful cycles of
bullying and retribution that online social media can enable.
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High Holy Days at Yale
by Deena Gottlieb ’15, Hillel Religious Life Chair
Yale Hillel celebrated a wonderful High
Holiday season! The Friday before Rosh
Hashana the Rabbis handed out apples
and honey on Old Campus. The Holiday
began with a festive dinner at the Slifka
Center, four different minyanim, the
Bernard and Norma Lytton Apples
and Honey Kiddush, and a fabulous
Deena Gottlieb ‘15
concert by the Whiffenpoofs, which is
Yale’s oldest and most famous a cappella group. On the
first day of Rosh Hashana, we had a beautiful Tashlich
service in East Rock, led by Rabbi Noah Cheses. On the
Shabbat in between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur, Slifka
Center brought David Bersin, a founder of the Feldenkrais
Institute of New York, to teach a Feldenkrais lesson to over
thirty students and community members. The Feldenkrais
method promotes changes in movement as a way to
achieve change in other aspects of life – a perfect lesson
for the time in between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.
Later that week, Yale Hillel hosted a discussion that was
co-sponsored by the Muslim Students Association, Yale
Students for Christ, and the Yale Christian Fellowship, in
which students discussed atonement in their particular
faiths.
Yom Kippur began with a communal meal before services. Students returned to the Slifka Center after Kol Nidre
for four discussions and workshops led by different staff
members. Rabbi Jim Ponet led a meditation session, Israel
Fellow Amir Sagron led a discussion on the Yom Kippur
War, Rabbi Megan Doherty led a text study of psalms and
poems for the High Holidays, and Rabbi Noah Cheses led
a conversation about childhood memories of Yom Kippur,
experiencing Yom Kippur at Yale, and the evolution from
child to adulthood vis a vis Yom Kippur. The Holiday concluded with The Robert and Louise Arias Yom Kippur
Break-Fast.
For Sukkot, the Slifka Center hosted two festive dinners
in our beautiful Sukkah. During the week of Sukkot, we
hosted Rabbi Yael Buechler, founder of “Midrash Mani-

Rabbi Yael Buechler, founder of “Midrash Manicures” and Hillel Jewish Engagement Chair, Laura Speyer ‘14

Feldenkrais Workshop in the Sylvia Slifka Chapel.

cures,” who led a text study on the meaning of the
sukkah and the palm branch, or lulav, and etrog fruit
that we shake on this holiday. After a meaningful discussion, students were led to a table featuring dozens
of bottles of nail polish, and decorated their nails with
Sukkot-themed icons. Yale’s American folk music singing
group, Tangled Up in Blue, performed in the Sukkah and
helped to make a festive evening of music and desserts.
Every year on Simchat Torah, Yale students have a ton
of fun dancing around campus and through the libraries
with Torah scrolls – and this year was no different! It was
a wonderful season at the Slifka Center!
Gourds from Slifka’s Sukkah
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Student Profile – Yishai Schwartz ‘13
As I hurtle toward the end of my last
year at Yale, I think a great deal about
life after college. But for every minute
I spend thinking about where to live
and what to do professionally, I spend
two dreading the moment when I
leave the Slifka Center. I am an observant Orthodox Jew, passionately committed to the Jewish people, Jewish
Yishai Schwartz ’13
intellectual life and the wider world of
social action and scholarship, and I simply cannot imagine
finding any Jewish community as supportive and fitting as
Slifka has been these last few years.
Slifka, largely due to the inspiration and leadership of
Rabbi Jim Ponet, has somehow managed to meld an
eclectic mix of Jews into a unified Jewish community. We
all know how difficult a task this is: throughout the scene
of American Judaism, differences in observance and
modes of Jewish expression lead to tension and denominational isolationism. But at Slifka, the opposite seems to
be the case. Students and staff realize and respect those
points of irreconcilable difference, but we also bend over
backward to create common spaces and meet individual
needs.
In this small Jewish community, we know one another
and genuinely care that each one of us feels at home,

both Jewishly and existentially. Student leaders and staff
think through each event carefully, trying to ensure that
everyone’s needs are met and their voices listened to. And
day-to-day, we all do our best to sustain a community
where everyone feels comfortable. Where else do Orthodox and Conservative Jews run up and down stairs to
ensure that both communities have a minyan? Where else
do religious and atheist Jews sit around for hours over
meals in the same dining hall happily debating the state
of modern Judaism?
In a sense, Slifka is my primary home at Yale, and I spend
hours here each day. But it’s the kind of home that has
given me, and countless others, the strength and confidence to leave and challenge ourselves. I can involve myself
in Shibboleth (our campus journal of Jewish thought) and
the Yale Philosophy Review. I can coordinate daily minyan
and also lead the Yale Political Union. I can attend regular
Torah classes and write a weekly column for the Yale Daily
News. I can keep kosher and spend hours debating with
my non-Jewish friends over meals.
All of this is not to say that living as an observant Jew at
Yale doesn’t have its challenges—social, intellectual and
temporal. But those challenges are made immeasurably
easier, and more meaningful, by the resources and people
at the Slifka Center. As I leave, I cannot help asking: where
else will I ever find such a place?

Jewish Life Fellows on the Yale
Campus
by Noam Shapiro ‘15, Jennifer Nadelmann ‘13, and
Joshua Jacobs ‘15 (Calhoun College JLF ’12-’13)
The Jewish Life Fellow Program is one of the many ways
that Yalies can get involved with Jewish life on campus.
Throughout the year, Jewish Life Fellows (JLFs) host cultural events that are intended to bring Jewish life into the
residential colleges. Aside from providing rich cultural and
social opportunities to Jewish students, these open events
are a chance for all members of the Yale community to
learn more about Judaism. The JLF Program started off
5773 by hosting a series of Rosh Hashanah themed events
in the residential colleges. Students enjoyed traditional
holiday foods, such as apples and honey, pomegranates,
and other “first fruits.” JLFs were on hand to speak with
students about Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur’s traditions and practices. In addition, the JLFs helped students
identify which Slifka sponsored High Holiday service was
right for them. For Sukkot, the Morse College JLFs hosted
a study break in the College’s sukkah! On Simchat Torah,
the JLFs joined the Slifka community in literally bringing
the joy of the holiday into the residential colleges. Aside
from holiday-related programming, the JLF program has

Ahron Singer ’14, Morse College Resident Fellow, Assoc. Professor Daniel Abadi,
Yale Friends of Israel Co- Presidents Rebecca Schlussel ’13, Leah Sarna ’14 in the
Morse College Sukkah.

also teamed up with Slifka’s Challah for Hunger and Birthright programs. Looking to the future, the JLF program
plans to host Rabbi Master Teas, Hanukkah cooking
parties, and Residential College-themed Shabbat dinners.
Next semester, the JLFs hope to organize Tu B’Shevat
study breaks, sponsor a mishloach manot program, and
host Passover Seders within each residential college. If
you have any ideas or suggestions for future Jewish Life
Fellow programming, send an email to Laura Speyer
lauraspeyer@gmail.com and Sarah Cheses sarah.cheses@
yale.edu.

9

slifkacenter.org

“When General Grant Expelled
the Jews”

Professor Joy Ladin:
A Jewish Journey

Professor
Jonathan
Sarna ’79 PhD, P ’14
delivered a lecture on
his new book, “When
General Grant Expelled
the Jews.” This book
offers a fascinating
account of General
Ulysses S. Grant’s decision, during the Civil War, to order the expulsion of all
Jews from the territory under his command, and the reverberations of that decision on Grant’s political career,
on the American Jewish community, and on the American political process. Slifka Center partnered with Atticus
Bookstore who made books available for sale during the
event. Professor Sarna is the Joseph H. and Belle R. Braun
Professor of American Jewish History at Brandeis University.

Early
this
semester,
Slifka hosted a Rabbi’s
Tea featuring author,
professor and poet Joy
Ladin and Rabbi Megan
Doherty. Professor Ladin
read from her recently published memoir,
“Through the Door of Spence Weinreich ’15, Professor Joy Ladin
Life: a Jewish Journey and Rabbi Megan Doherty.
Between Genders.” To a rapt audience, Professor Ladin
shared stories of how she felt the divine presence in her
journey from male to female, as well as
some of the difficulties and challenges
along the way. In addition to the public
reading, Professor Ladin spoke over lunch
with a small group of students, engaging in a wide-ranging conversation on
everything from constructions of gender
identity to the differences in student experiences at various universities.

Poetry at Slifka Center
Barry L. Zaret, MD, Robert W Berliner Professor Emeritus of Medicine spoke from the heart on
October 4th when he read from
his first published collection of
poetry in “Journeys.” Highly personal, at times whimsical, always
honest and utterly unguarded,
Barry revealed the life of the heart
lived by a medical master of the
heart as his poetry addresses the
living and the dead.

JGAP Day Trip
JGAP (Jewish Graduate and Professional Students)
enjoyed a cruise to Thimble Islands. The weather
was wonderful, the views magnificent; everyone
had a lot of fun.
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Leah Sarna ’14 and Johanna Press ’15 making pizza at the home of Noah and Sarah
Cheses. Top: Ike Swetlitz ’15; Ben Waksman ’15; Scott Greenberg ’15, Hillel Outreach Chair; Spence Weinreich ’15; and Laura Speyer ’14, Hillel Engagement Chair

Hanukkah 5773/December 2012

Student Profile – Nikki Feldman ’15, Hillel Social Action Chair
When I arrived at Yale last fall, I had
resolved to try lots of new things:
science groups, dances teams, community service projects. I had no particular interest in being Jewish -- I’d been
to my Reform temple exactly once a
year since my bat mitzvah, each time
on Yom Kippur -- but at some point I
decided to try out Hillel, too. My freshNikki Feldman ’15
man counselor was Jewish, and he encouraged me to go to Shabbat dinners, which turned out
to be fun, with white tablecloths and family-style food. I
started going to Shabbat, first sitting with the non-Jewish
suitemates I dragged with me, then with other Jewish
freshmen in Davenport, and eventually with the freshmen
I’d met at Slifka. By mid-September, I decided I wanted to
join groups that met regularly, with members I could get
to know over time, so I joined the Yale chapter of Challah
for Hunger, spending a few hours each Wednesday night
in the Slifka kitchen with a group of students baking
challah, which we then sold to raise money for charity. By
second semester, I was spending more and more time at
Slifka, eating meals with other freshmen, going to festive
dinners, and studying in the library; over spring break, I
went on Birthright. By the end of March, it was clear to
me that I’d found a community I loved at Slifka, and I
wanted to get more involved, so I ran (uncontested) for
the position of Social Justice Chair on Hillel Board and

(surprise!) won.
This year, as
the student in
charge of social
justice at Slifka,
I get to supervise the Tzedek
Fellowship
program, which
gives grants to
students
for
independent community service projects in New Haven;
brings Jewish students to volunteer at a soup kitchen once
a month; and, of course, bakes and sells challah every
week. Most important of all, I spend every Friday night at
Slifka, serving and eating the Shabbat dinner that brought
me into this amazing community a year and a half ago.

Tzedek Fellows, Fall 2012

The section has been revised from the printed newsletter to reflect the correct list of Fall 2012 Tzedek Fellows. The list that appeared in the
printed newsletter includes all students who applied for the fellowship.

Joshua Satok PC ‘14 – Future Project: After-school Athletics Program & Tutoring – Work with the Future Project,
collaborating with a New Haven high school student to create a weekly after-school athletics program for New Haven
kids, with Yale varsity athletes as coaches, followed by a
group dinner/homework time/watching a sporting event.
Cristina Ceballos SY ‘13 - Apostle Immigrant Services –
Working as a paralegal at Apostle Immigrant Services in Fair
Haven: translating, helping with Dream Act applications and
other client work.
Semhal Tsegaye TD ‘15 - Refugee Photojournalism
Workshop – Leading a photojournalism workshop for 10
refugee teenagers: teaching photography skills and culminating in a community-wide exhibition.
David Carel PC ‘13 - Simunye Zulu Youth Development
in Africa – Continuing from last year, working on Simunye
Youth Development Project, which he helped start and which
trains unemployed Zulu youth in life skills, HIV education,
and community service project design.

Martin Shapiro SM ‘14 - Hospital Music Programs –
President of The Musical Cure at Yale: expanding growth of
music program (perform in patients’ rooms and hold concerts) to four medical sites; also personally performing at individual patient rooms.
Carolina Trombetta ES ’15 and Ilana Scandariato ES
‘15 - Lab work at Yale for High Schoolers – Connect underprivileged high schoolers in Greater New Haven with lab
research experience at Yale: find Principal Investigators willing to take on high schoolers, find interested high schoolers
(and develop application process for them), ultimately placing students in labs for an entire summer with the goal of
submitting a project to a national research competition.
The Tzedek Fellows program is generously supported by a grant
from the Ziering-Kofman Family in memory of Sigi Ziering z”l.
Social Justice programming at Slifka is supported by the Arthur L.
Shapiro Social Justice Program Endowment at Slifka.
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Life’s Big Questions: Happiness
Fall Mishpacha Reception and Talk in The Yale Club’s Grand Ballroom
According to Maimonides, the great 12th
Century Jewish Philosopher, the pursuit of
Joy and Happiness, as codified in the Laws
of Sukkot, “can easily be undermined
by one’s own concern for dignity.” As
Rabbi Jim Ponet ’68 shared with a crowd
of nearly 100 Mishpacha members and
guests, “Often we stop ourselves. People
Gretchen Rubin
actually have contempt for the sunny disposition, the Pollyannaish denial of reality. To those, we aver: ‘You must
be stupid because the world is a dark, dislocated place.’”
Gretchen Rubin ’88, ’93 JD, author
of “The Happiness Project” and now
“Happier at Home” (both New York
Times bestsellers), agrees that for
many there is reticence to pursue
happiness. She pushes back on that
reticence with this quote from Samuel
Johnson: “To be happy at home is the
ultimate result of all ambition, the end
to which every enterprise and labour
tends.” (The Rambler, No. 68).
Monday, Nov. 5th, which was both the first day of the new,
post-Sandy, world, and the night before the election, was
an auspicious time to conduct a deep, wide and meandering conversation on notions of happiness ancient and
modern. The hour-long conversation between Gretchen
and Rabbi Jim was modeled after the weekly discussion
“Life’s Big Questions for Seniors” which the Rabbi and his
wife Elana conduct with Yale seniors one evening each
week at Slifka Center. The dialog recognizes the radical
changes that are happening in the world, and the new
models and modes of living, both Jewishly and otherwise,

that young people are taking up, and the lack of a few,
clear, obvious paths, now replaced with many, many,
murky options.
Gretchen has been pursuing these questions quietly, on
her own, and for some time unconsciously since her time
in New Haven. She not only received her BA and JD from
Yale and edited The Yale Law Journal, she then went on
to clerk for Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.
Writing, and happiness, were not in the front of her
mind when she pursued this path. But while clerking,
she began to think that Law might not be her destiny,
and that writing might be. On that path, before pursuing Happiness per se, she first attacked history with
biographies of JFK and Churchill, and in 2000 she took
on contemporary culture with Power Fame Sex Money:
A User’s Guide. As Gretchen shared during the Q & A,
“I love JFK. I loved researching and writing that book.
It didn’t sell very well, but that didn’t matter because I
loved the process. Had I toiled over a ‘mastering the taxcode’ tomb, and that didn’t sell well, I think I’d feel very
differently.”
Rabbi Jim shared his enthusiasm for Gretchen’s authentic, sometimes raw presentation of her personal experiences, a mode of storytelling which he found compelling
and accessible. The audience seemed to agree, proffering questions seeking advice from Gretchen on topics
ranging from career choices to relationships to family.
Asked what ‘universal truths’ have appeared through her
writing and her audiences’ response, Gretchen shared
that “Making your bed every day, even in hotel rooms”
has been one of her central practices and is the one that
most often is named by her readers as making a palpable
difference in their pursuit of happiness.

Eli’s Mishpacha would like to thank the following volunteer leaders
for playing an important role in helping to grow the Mishpacha:
Chicago
Mara Baumgarten ‘98
Michael Dockterman ’75, P ‘13
David Fischer ’75, P ‘06
Mark Perlis ‘74
Houston
Scott Cantor ‘81, P ‘12
Lisa Stone ‘78, ‘82 MPH, P ‘12
Los Angeles
Gary Drucker ‘74 MFA , P ‘08
Rebecca Newman ‘73, P ‘08
Nan Cohen ‘89
David Kipen ‘85
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New York City
Ben Alter ‘11
Rabbi Angela W. Buchdahl ‘94
Peter Beinart ‘93
Robert “Bo” Burt ‘64 JD; P ‘89
Mickey Dobbs ‘92
Rabbi Michael Friedman ‘99
Mike Greenwald
‘75, ‘81 MPPM
Zachary D. Kaufman
‘00 ‘09 JD
Igor Kirman ’93
Andrew Klaber ‘04
Zeke Miller ‘11

Rebecca Neuwirth ‘95
Abigail Pogrebin ‘87
Mitchell Raab ‘95
Jonathan Sarna ‘79 PhD, P ‘14
Sofy Solomon ‘09
Elihu Stern, PhD
Hope Wachter ‘96
Philip Wagman ‘91, ‘94 JD
San Francisco
Zach Kagin ‘11
Leandro Margulis ’10 MBA
Michael Pearce ‘09

Washington, DC
Drew Cooper ‘86
Josh Kalla ‘14
Orde Kittrie ‘86
Kenneth Pollack ‘88
and Andrea Koppel
Ari Schapiro ’00
and Michael D. Gottlieb ‘00
BA, MA; ‘06 JD
Kinney Zalesne ’87
and Scott Siff
Vance Serchuk ‘11 JD
At Large
Jessica Korn Liebowitz ’87

www.elismishpacha.org
Letter from Recent Alum: The
Jerusalem Youth Chorus and the
Slifka Center
Hello! My name is Micah Hendler ‘12,
and I am the founder and artistic director
of the Jerusalem Youth Chorus, a choir
and dialogue program for Israeli and
Palestinian high schoolers in Jerusalem.
This project comes out of a longstanding
involvement in music and Middle East
Micah Hendler ‘12
dialog. It is also inspired by my Jewish
identity, and has received crucial support from the Slifka
Center.
For me, singing is a way to connect to other people, to
form communities and common identity. Singing has
always been the way that I have connected most strongly
to the Jewish community, be it through chanting Torah,
starting a Jewish a cappella group in high school, or coleading Slifka’s Shabbat Unplugged services when I was a
student at Yale.
But when I attended Seeds of Peace International Camp
for Coexistence in high school, I saw that music could
connect people even across boundaries of nationality, ethnicity and conflict by strengthening a new, shared identity
that allowed them to transcend their differences. My experience with Seeds of Peace, which has continued over
many years, has inspired me not only to work towards
conflict resolution in the Middle East, but to do so specifically by using music.
In order to study how best to apply what I had seen at
Seeds of Peace in the region itself, I applied for, and was
generously granted, the William and Miriam Horowitz Fellowship, through the Slifka Center. I spent the summer
of 2010 working with and researching three different
projects in Jerusalem that used music to bring together
Israeli and Palestinian youth, and the immense amount I
learned from this work eventually became my senior thesis
on how to create a successful music-for-peace project
in Jerusalem.

Hanukkah 5773/December 2012
Once I had written my thesis, I decided that I wanted to
implement this knowledge by starting my own project –
a choir and dialogue program for Israeli and Palestinian
teenagers in Jerusalem. Naturally, I turned to Rabbi Ponet,
whose open office I had regularly visited during my time
at Yale, for advice, and he became one of my biggest
champions, giving me invaluable guidance and connecting me to many individuals who became a critical part of
the success of my project. Indeed, the Jerusalem Youth

Jerusalem at night

Chorus is based at the Jerusalem YMCA, and I owe this
connection, at its source, to Rabbi Ponet.
With this support, and that of Yale’s Cohen Public Service
Fellowship, I sallied forth from New Haven to Jerusalem,
and have been tirelessly working here for months. I have
made connections, set up program structures, recruited
kids, held over 80 auditions, accepted 32 amazing teenagers, and finally, on October 15, we had our first rehearsal. The chorus is full of talented, intelligent, and
enthusiastic teens and shows remarkable promise, both
musically, and interpersonally. I couldn’t be more excited
for the year ahead.
Many thanks to the Slifka Center, and I hope some of you
may be interested in getting involved with the Jerusalem
Youth Chorus as well!
In song,
Micah
To learn more about the Jerusalem Youth Chorus, visit
www.jerusalemyouthchorus.org or contact Micah Hendler
at micah@jerusalemyouthchorus.org.

3rd Annual
Mishpacha
Tailgate at
The Yale
Bowl: YalePrinceton
Nov. 10, 2012
Yale students, alumni and their families enjoy food and fun at the
Yale Bowl.
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Toda Raba/Thank You
Major Donors 2011-2012*

Slifka Center will be open for minyanim and meals
during Commencement Weekend, including Friday
Night Shabbat dinner, and our famous Sunday Bagel
Brunch for graduating seniors and their families.
Please check our website in the coming months for information about programs and meal reservations.
Slifakcenter.org/commencement

Coming to your
Reunion this Spring?
May 23-26 2013 and May 30-June 2, 2013

Please include Slifka Center in your
reunion plans: enjoy our beautiful
building as you visit with Rabbi Ponet
and the Slifka staff to learn more about Jewish life at
Yale today. The Center will be open for minyanim, festive
Shabbat and Sunday Bagel Brunch and more. For more
information, or if you would like to help organize programs for your class at Slifka Center, please contact Jennifer Wallis at 203-432-7376 or jennifer.wallis@yale.edu, or
visit slifkacenter.org/reunions. Please consider designating
the Slifka Center Endowment for all or part of your Yale
Reunion gift with full Yale Reunion credit. You must let us
know of your intention by 12/31/12. Please see the article
below for details.

12/31 Deadline
to Receive Yale
Reunion Giving
Credit for Slifka
Endowment Gifts

We have been fortunate in
recent years that alumni have
had the option to designate
the Slifka Center Endowment
for their Yale Reunion and Class
Gifts. This option has given
alumni the option to directly
support campus Jewish Life through their Yale giving.
Unfortunately, the window for new pledges under this
program is expiring on 12/31/12. All alumni may make
a new pledge regardless of their reunion cycle, with
the new gift counting towards their next reunion. New
pledges may be paid-out over five years, to 12/31/17.
The Slifka Center Endowment is ably managed by David
Swensen and the Yale Investment Office. Endowment
income provides more than one-third of our annual operating budget. Please include Slifka Center in your reunion
giving plans by year-end. For more information contact
Colin A. Weil ’88, Development Director, at 203-432-4084
or colin.weil@yale.edu. Thank You!
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Barak Zelinsky Foundation, Inc.
Mordechai and Wendy Beizer
Bezalel Foundation
Robert Bildner and Elisa Spungen Bildner
Jay H. Blum Family Trust
Robert and Linda Burt
Scott Cantor and Lisa Stone
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Carter
Robin and Stuart Cohen
Phyllis Cohen-Gladstein and Gary Gladstein
Alan and Roberta Daskin
Michael R. Dockterman and Laura B. Di Giantonio
Michael J. and Susan Brenner Edwards
Alec Ellison; Tamar Sadeh
David and Ruth Seligson Epstein
Robert and Margaret Fagenson
Renée B. Fisher Foundation
Linda K. and Gary E. Friedlaender
Michael and Carole Friedman
Marshall and Merle Goldman
David and Meryl Gordon
Robert and Trudy Gottesman
Edward and Susan Greenberg
Stephen and Myrna Greenberg
Geoffrey and Renée Hartman
Clifford and Deborah Neipris Hendler
Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life
Janice L. Honigberg and John Hedges
Judge Howard M. Holtzmann
Israel on Campus Coalition
Jonathan and Susan Lustman Katz
Ed Lee & Jean Campe Foundation Inc. / Michael I. Katz
David Khalil
Robert A. King
Ruth G. King and Steven Ryave
Stephen and Wendy Lash
Aaron Levin
Peter and Margareta Limburg
Seymour L. Lustman Memorial Fund
Jack and Martha Matloff
The Marx and Better Families
David and Barbara Messer
I. George Miller Jr.
Andrew and Iris Morse
Stephen and Nataly Neuwirth
Michaela Panter and Yevgeny Gelfand
Aldo and Elizabeth Parisot
Richard and Kayla Pechter
Andrew J. Peck
Stephen and Penelope Pomeranz
Rabbi James and Elana Ponet
Mitchell and Katia Raab
continued on next page

Celebrating 30 Years at
Yale for Rabbi Jim ‘68
and Elana Ponet P ‘98
George Rohr
Daniel and Joanna S. Rose
David Rosen and Barbara Goren
Joseph A. Rosner
Robert and Barbara Sherr Roswell
Howard and Barbara Sacks
David and Rena Schlussel
Amy Schottenstein and
Justin Magaram
Alan and Ilsa Schwartz
William and Lucy Schwartz
Seedlings Foundation / Karen Pritzker
and Michael Vlock
Daniel and Margaret H. Seligson
Judith Seligson and Allan Greenberg
Betsy and Richard Sheerr
Kevin and Natalie Shrock
Jerry and Judith Shulman
Alan B. Slifka Foundation / Sylvia Slifka
David and Michele Slifka
Joseph and Sylvia Slifka Foundation, Inc.
David and Karen Sobotka
Zachary Sokoloff
Jerry Speyer and Katherine Farley
Jeffrey and Mara Talpins
Sarah Rosenwald Varet and
Jesse Coleman
Richard and Susan Walden
Michael and Naomi Zymelman
Weinberger
Alan M. Weiner and Nancy Maizels
Tali Farhadian Weinstein and
Boaz R. Weinstein
Laura S. Wertheimer and
Andrew J. Pincus
Young Israel House at Yale
The Ziering-Kofman family in memory
of Sigi Ziering z”l
Sandra Zwillinger z”l and
Marc Zwillinger
*Contributed $1,000 or more between July
1, 2011 and June 30, 2012.
There are still many naming opportunities
within the Slifka building, as well as program
endowment needs. Please call Colin A. Weil
’88, Development Director, to discuss giving
opportunities at 230-432-4084.

When Rabbi Jim and Elana Ponet
arrived here in 1981, fresh from
Israel and with young family in tow,
they expected to “stay a few years,
build a Jewish center and move
on.” Of course it took more than a
few years to build Slifka Center, the Ponet family in 1980s
place, and still more to build Slifka
Center, the program. Incredibly, we marked last spring 30 years on campus
for Jim and Elana, working with Jewish students, faculty, alumni and families,
creating a vibrant, welcoming and affirming Jewish Life. Indeed, they are often
now nurturing the second, and occasionally the third generation of many Yale
Jewish families in marvelous ways.
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Major Donors 2011-2012 continued
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To mark the occasion and to support our still-expanding programs Slifka
launched the 30-30 campaign last spring, soliciting gifts to commemorate 30
years by June 30th. We were very pleased by the outpouring of support, as
listed here. There is still time to make a 30-30 gift as part of, or in addition
to, your year-end giving. Please contact Development Director Colin A. Weil
to discuss your support of this effort at 203-432-4084 or colin.weil@yale.edu.
Contributions made to the 30-30
Campaign in honor or Rabbi Jim and
Elana Ponet as of October 2012

Sidney Altman
Nancy and Ronald Angoff
Joseph E. Bartel
Daniel and Karla Bendor
Robert Bildner and
Elisa Spungen Bildner
Leslie and Susan Brisman
Rabbi and Mrs. Jonathan M. Brown
Adam P. Cohen
Donald and Paula Edelstein
Clifford and Minna Felig
James and Shelley Fisher Fishkin
Amos E. Friedland
Murray Gerstenhaber and
Ruth P. Zager
Diane Fisher-Gomberg and
Richard Gomberg
Greenwall Foundation / Robert and
Linda Burt
Jacob & Lillian Holtzmann
Foundation / Judge Howard
M. Holtzmann
David and Brenda Jaffe
Saran Jonas and Ruth H. Jonas
Edward B. Kamens and
Mary E. Miller
Zachary D. Kaufman
Edward M. Kimball
Ruth G. King and Steven Ryave

Ruben and Elizabeth Leiman Kraiem
Marvin Krislov and Amy Sheon
Karl-Otto and Judith Liebmann
Jessical Korn Leibowitz and
Ronald Liebowitz
Jonathan Lopatin and Brenda Berry
The Marx and Better Families
Jack and Martha Matloff
Andrew and Iris Morse
Richard and Kayla Pechter
Abigail Pogrebin and David Shapiro
William and Lia Poorvu
Nancy Roth Remington and
Thomas F. Remington
Daniel and Joanna S. Rose
Deborah Rose and Jan Stolwijk
Maurice A. Samuels
Marc Schindler and Alison Auerbach
Judah and Amanda Shechter
Rabbi Randy E. Sheinberg and
Martin S. Cohn
Maxine F. Singer
Alan B. Slifka Foundation /
Riva A. Ritvo
Rabbi Daniel and Erin Leib Smokler
David and Karen Sobotka
Harry and Karen Susman, Stephen
and Ellen Susman
Michael and Elizabeth Varet
Alan and Janet Yuspeh
Kinney Zalesne and Scott Siff
Ed and Doris Zelinsky
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For more information, please contact:
Colin A. Weil ‘88, 203-432-4084, colin.weil@yale.edu
Jennifer Rogin Wallis, 203-432-7376, jennifer.wallis@yale.edu

Coming Soon:
Alternative Spring Break 2013
Visit and Serve in Kiev with JDC Entwine
This year, 15-20 Yale students will have the opportunity to travel to Kiev, Ukraine, for Slifka Center’s Alternative Spring
Break service trip in partnership with the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee from March 10-19. Over the
course of the year, the group will have the opportunity to work on a project specific to help the needs of the Kiev Jewish
community, and will implement the project over spring break. Students will also work closely with their Ukrainian peers,
and spend time traveling to Jewish communities in the countryside.

Taglit-Birthright 2013
This March over spring break, dozens of
Yale students will travel to Israel for the first
time in March on a Taglit-Birthright trip. Led
by Slifka Jewish Agency Israel Fellow Amir
Sagron and our JTS Rabbinic Intern Sarit
Horwitz, the 10-day trip will be organized by
Israel Outdoors, and include opportunities
to explore the State of Israel off the beaten
track. Birthright offers many young Jews a
life-changing experience, and through Slifka
Center, Yale’s Jewish students can have that
experience together.
Yale’s 2012 Birthright trip
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